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INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

THE present volume is one of a series of selections from
the Punjab Government records which have been published
by the Punjab Government. The volumes constituting the
geries are—

The Delhi Residency and 4

Agency Records ... 1807-1856%7, Volume I.

The Ludhiana Agency Records, 1808-1815, Volume II.

The Political Diaries of the
Resident at Lahore and his

Assistants ... 1846-1849, Volumes
III—-VI.
The Mutiny Records—Corres-
pondence and Reports ... 1857-1858, Volumes
VII and VIII each
in two Parts.

It had been intended to issue further volumes also, dealing
with (a) the records of the Karnal, Ambala and Ludhiana
Agencies (including the despatches of Sir D. Ochterlony,
Superintendent of Political Affairs and Agent to the Gover-
nor-General at Ludhiana, and the diaries of his Assistant,
Captain G. Birch), 1816—1840 ; (b) the records of the North-
West Frontier Agency, 1840—1845, and (c) those of the
Lahore Residency, 1846—1849 ; but it has been found neces-
sary on financial grounds to postpone the publication of
these further papers. '

The material for the volumes issued has been prepared
and put through the Press by Mr. A. Raynor, late Registrar
of the Punjab Civil Secretariat.

LAHORE :
December 1915.
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PREFACE.

Snmng—

THE records from which the papers in this volume are a
selection relate to the old Delhi territory and appear to have
been transferred to the Punjab Secretariat after the Mutiny.

The records may be divided into two classes,—(a)
Revenue, ranging from 1807—1834, and (b) Political and
Miscellaneous, from 1806—1857. The Revenue records
consist of correspondence relating to the settlement and
administration of the Delhi territory and the Political records
of correspondence relating principally to the Royal family of
Delhi. The Political records are very incomplete. A few
papers from each class have been selected for publication
in this volume. The names of persons and places have been
spelt as in the original manuscript.

It may be noted that Delhi was captured by the British
in September 1803. The first Resident of the Delhi territory
was Colonel (later Sir David) Ochterlony who was in charge
from 1803—1806. Colonel Ochterlony had not been a year
in office when the city of Delhi was besieged by Holkar,
whom he repulsed after a gallant defence which lasted nine
days. Colonel Ochterlony was succeeded in 1806 by Mr. A.
Seton from Bareilly, Mr. Seton remained in charge until
1810, being relieved by Mr. C. T. Metcalfe, who administered
the Delhi territory as Resident for nine years, viz.,, up to
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December 1818, when he was transferred to Haidarabad, and
Sir D. Ochterlony returned for two years. In November
1821 Sir D. Ochterlony went to Rajputana, and, after an
acting charge by Mr. H. Middleton, Mr. A. Ross was in May
1822 appointed to the administration in the capacity of Agent
to the Governor-General. In 1823 Mr. W. Fraser acted as
Agent for a few months and was succeeded by Mr. C. Elliott,
who held charge until October 1825. Sir C. T. Metcalfe
then returned to Delhi in the capacity of Resident and Com-
missioner, with control of Rajputana and the conduct of
forcign relations with Kabul and Lahore. In 1827 Sir
Charles Metcalfe was appointed Member of the Governor-
General’'s Council and was succeeded at Delhi by Sir E.
€Colebrooke, who was removed in August 1829. Mr. William
Fraser then acted for about six weeks and was succeeded by
Mr. F. Hawkins, who held charge until November 1830,
being relieved by Mr. B. Martin, who remained until March
1832, when the Residentship was abolished and an Agency
again constituted. Rajputana was made a separate charge,
leaving Delhi and the Protected Territory and foreign rela-
tions still with the local administration. Mr. W. Fraser was
appointed Agent and held charge until March 1835, when he
was murdered at the instigation of the Nawab of Firozpur.
Then followed the long administration of Mr. T. T. Metcalfe,
who in the capacity of Agent to the Governor of Agra and
later as Agent to the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-
Western Provinces held charge at Delhi until his death in
November 1853. Mr. Simon Fraser then became Agent to
the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces
and Commissioner at Delhi, and was in office when the
Mutiny broke out. He was murdered on the 11th May 1867.
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RECORDS OF THE DELHI RESIDENCY
AND AGENCY.

-

CHAPTER I
—_——

SETTLEMENT OF THE REVENUE OF THE ASSIGNED
TERRITORY, 1807-08.

1. From A. Seron, Esquire, Resident at Delhi, to G. Dowbgs-
weLL, Esquire, Secretary to the Government in the Revenue
Department, Fort William,—dated Delhi, the 15th of
September 1807. ‘

ON the 22nd July 1806, I submitted to the Honorable
the Governor-General in Council the motives which induced
me to consider the concluding a settlement of the Assigned
Territory with the actual occupants of the several villages
(whatever their denomination might be) as a preferable measure
to letting the lands in farm, and on the 7th August following
Government was pleased to signify its approbation of the
suggestion which was accordingly carried into execution.

2. The grounds which led me to recommend the mode
of settlement in question, are so fully detailed in my letter
of the 22nd July 1806 to your address, that to enter into
them at large upon the present occasion were only to swell
the public records unnecessarily. I shall therefore content

Principles of
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Principles :ff myself with taking the liberty respectfully to refer to that

settlement
the Land
Revenue of
the Assigned
Territory.

despatch.

8. Among the principal benefits which I expected to
derive from the proposed arrangement, were the ascertainment
of the real capability and resources of the country and the
removal of abuses, the former of which, under the farming
system, it is ever the interest of the renter to conceal, while
he frequently derives from the continuance of the latler
advantages of a most pernicious tendency. I also hoped tbat,
by bringing European gentlemen into direct and immediate
intercourse with those of our new subjects who were yet
unacquainted with our character, their minds would be
conciliated and a groundwork laid for the introduction of our
financial and judicial system.

4. Hitherto the attainment of these advantages has
been but limited and partial. But that circumstance does
not discourage me, or induce me the less to consider it as

my duty, to solicit the sanction of Government to its contin-
uance,

5. That we are not yet thoroughly acquainted with the

resources of the country, may, I, think, be attributed to the
following causes :—

1st—To the settlement of the several villages not
having been concluded upon the spot, under the
personal management of a European gentleman.

2ndly—To the obstinacy and perverseness of many of
the zumeendars. Of the lands belonging to
persons of this description, the settlement could
not be made with accuracy, from their resisting
a measurement of the cultivated part of their
estates, which, together with the total want of
authentic village records for the guidance of the

persons employed, greatly tended to perplex the
business.
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3rdly—To the difference and distrust, which toa certain
degree s/¢lf prevail among the landholders
and which induced several to abscond at the time
when their presence was required for the forma-
tion of the settlement.

4thiy—To the very inconvenient practice of there being
several muckuddums or managing ryots in one
and the same village, which tends to divide
responsibility—to confuse the business and to
create unnecessary detail.

b5thly—To the want of power in the aumel! who was

frequently obliged to yield to the perverse

. combinations of the muckuddums and to accept

a much less sum than the lands were actually
known to produce.

6. It appears to me that those evils would be, in a great
measure, remedied if the settlement of each village or estate
were made upon the spot by the Superintendent of the Assign-
ed Territory or his representative, in person, and if he were
invested with sufficient autherity to enable him to enforce the
attendance and obedience of the contumacious zumeendars, and
above all, if he were attended by an escort sufficiently strong to
command respect and to display the power of Government, in a
part of the country where as yet its lensty only has been
exhibited. I think it therefore my duty to submit my sense of
the expediency of this measure, and to recommend that the
gentleman charged with its execution be authorized to conclude
a settlement for 1, 2 or 8 years as local circumstances may
appear to him to require and, if necessary, to simplify the
details of the village concerns by reducing, wherever he saw
occasion, the number of the muckiddums, it being, of course,
understood that this suggestion is only to relate to their
temoval from the management of the land, and by no means
to extend to the diminution of their share.

Principles of
settlement of
the Land
Revenue of
the Assigued
Territory.
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7. In the event of the Right Honorable the Governor-
General in Council being pleased to honor this suggestion with
his approbation, his orders on the subject would probably be
received at a time when the assets of the country might be
ascertained with facility and with a considerable degree of
accuracy, as it is likely that the khurreef crop (with the
single exception of the sugarcane) will shortly be either reaped
or ready for reaping and that the ground intended for the
cultivation of the rubbee will be in such a state of preparation
as will admit of its average produoe being estimated.

8. I think it my duty to observe that I believe a much
larger sum than has been collected during the present year
might be obtained from a farmer with unexceptionable
security. I cannot, however, consider the pecuniary benefit
which would be derived from the adoption of that grrangement
as a sufficient compensation for introducing a system which
would remove us from a direct intercourse with the land-
holders, perpetuate abuse and keep us in ignorance of the real
resources of the country, which must be more considerable
than our collections seem to indicate, from their giving rise
to an advantageous proposal on the part of a farmer.

2. From H. Srons, Esquire, Acting Accountant, Board of
Revenue, to G. DowprswirLL, Esquire, Seoretary to Govern-
ment, Revenue and Judicial Departments,~dated Fort
William, the 30th September 1807.

1 HAVE the honor to submit, for the purpose of being laid
before the Honorable the Governor-General in Council, the
annexed Abstract Hal Towjee Account of the land revenue in
charge of the Superintendent of Revenues at Dehlee for
Sawun 1214 F. 8. or August 1807, together with such
explanations of the outstanding balances as have been fur-
nished by the Superintendent.
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4. From G. Dowprsweirr, Esquire, Secretary to Government,
Revenue Department, Fort William, to the Resident at
Delhi,—dated Fort William, the 2nd of October 1807,

I au directed by the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General
in Council to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from you
dated the 15th ultimo.

2nd. The Governor-General in Council approves the
principles upon which you propose that the ensuing settlement
of the land revenue of the Assigned Territory should be
concluded. His Lordship in Council accordingly desires that
you will furnish your First Assistant with the necessary
instructions for his guidance in the performance of that duty.

38rd. The settlement is of course to be formed subject
to your revision and to the final confirmation of Government.,

4th, The Governor-General in Council authorizes the
Assistant to conclude the settlement for one, two, or three
years, as may appear to be most expedient, under such orders
as you may deem it advisable, from time to time, to issue to
him on that point, and His Lordship in Council is not aware
of any objections to the arrangement which you propose
to adopt with respect to the muckuddums.

5th. You are authorized to furnish the Assistant with
such an escort as you may think he may require in the
performance of the above-mentioned duty.

6th. The Governor-General in Council having had before
him the Zowjee Account of the Assigned Territory for the
month of Sawun, I am directed to acquaint you that His Lord-
ship in Council has been pleased to authorize you to. order the
balances, which have accrued on account of the jagheers
mentioned in the explanations which accompanied the Touwjee,
and the cantonments at Rewarree, to be struck off the Public
Accounts as irrecoverable,
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5. From A. Ssron, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to GrorGE
DowprsweiL, Esquire, Secretary to the Government in
the Revenue Department, Fort William,—dated Dehli,
the 4th January 1808,

I was duly honored by the receipt of your letter of the
2nd October, communicating to me the orders of His Lordship
in Council, on the subject of my reference of the 15th
September, relative to the revenue settlement of the Assigned
Territory.

2. In conformity to those orders, I issued to Mr.
Metcalfe, the Acting Superintendent of that district, such
instructions as appeared to me to be adapted to the circum-
stances of the case, and to the actual state of the country.
These instructions necessarily embraced a much wider range
of investigation and of regulation than would have been
required in making the settlement of a district situated in the
Lower Provinces. Exclusively of the capability and produce
of the land, it was necessary to ascertain the appropriation of
the produce, the relative situation of the husbandmen or
ryots with respect to the managers of villages, whether
zumeendars or muckuddums, the right of these last to the very
large allowances claimed by them, the nature of the tenures by
which landed property is held, together with many other
matters which are not only materially connected with the
ascertainment of the dues of Government and the preser-
vation of the rights of the husbandmen, but also with the
police of the country. All these points required regulation.
It was also necessary to establish putwarrees for the purpose of
writing the village accounts, as, without them the petty
cultivators must ever be at the mercy of the muckuddum or
manager of the village. It was moreover desirable to reduce
the power and to diminish the enormous allowances held by
the muckuddums, as likewise to regulate the duties of the
canoongoes, who instead of being the protectors of the ryots
are frequently their tyrants and oppressors.

8. Such were the objects which I thought it my duty
to endeavour to attain; but in a country where everything

Principles of
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yet remained to be done, it struck me that regulation must
be gradual, and that, in establishing a system of order and
correctness, some attention must be paid to the character and
habits of the people who are to be benefited by the reform.
Admirably as the revenue system prevailing in the Lower
Provinces of Bengal is calculated to secure the rights of Gov-
ernment and to provide for the comfort and happiness of the
gumeendars and ryots, it does not appear to me that the
inhabitants of this part of the country are yet prepared to
receive the whole of that system. In my humble opinion,
therefore, it was desirable rather to leave something yet to be
done than by attempting too much at once to run a risk of

throwing matters into confusion.

4. But with respect to the redress of grievances, the
prevention of oppression, and the putting a check to all unfair
alienation from the dues of Government, it appeared to me
that not & moment was to be lost, and I accordingly deemed it
my duty to provide for the immediate attainment of those

objects.

6. 1 have already had occasion to advert to the exorbi-
tant allowances claimed by the muckuddums. These are the
principal husbandmen, and are entrusted with the management
of the cultivation of the land, and the direction of the internal
concerns of the villages or estates to which they respectively
belong. It would appear that, as a compensation for their
trouble, they formerly were allowed 5 per cent. upon the
rent of the villages under their management. In the course
of time, however, this has ceased to be a standard, the
muckuddums of large and powerful villages having proved
refractory and extorted from the aumsls, who were unable to
oppose so formidable a combination, a proportion of the produce
which equalled and at times exceeded the share of Govern-
ment, while, on the other hand, the more feeble muckuddums
of the petty villages being unequal to maintain a contest
with the auméls were under the necessity of consenting to
accept whatever the latter thought proper to allow, which
was sometimes 2} per cent. and sometimes less. With the
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view of introducing some regularity into this part of the
business, I have authorized Mr. Metcalfe as a measure of
temporary regulation, and subject to the orders of Govern-
ment, to raise the petty allowances to 5 per cent., excepting
only in instances of claims founded upon acéual possessson
being supported by ewretien documents, in which case an
immediate report of the circumstances will be submitted to
Government and the orders of His Lordship in Council on
the subject solicited.

6. I deemed it necessary to enter into the above details,
with the view of explaining the impressions under which I
drew up my instructions to Mr. Metcalfe, but if left
unexplained in so far as they have reference to local circum-
stances, they might have appeared in some respeets to involve
too much innovation, and in others to fall short of the object.
I have now the honor to submit copies (Nos.1 and 8) of my
letters to Mr. Metcalfe, under date the 24th November, and
21st of December (No. 2) from him to my address, the nature
of which appears to me to evince in an uncommon degree, a
judicious and zealous spirit of enquiry and an anxious desire to
introduce reform.

P, S.—Mr. Metcalfe proceeded to Sooneeput on the 21st
of last month to enter upon the business of the settlement.

Ex~crosuze (1) To 5.

6. From A, Sgron, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to 0. T.
MErcarre, Esquire, Acting Superintendent of the Assigned
Territory, Dehli,—dated Dehli, the 24th November 1807.

I mAVE the honor to transmit enclosed a copy of a letter
which I addressed to the Secretary to the Revenue Depart-
ment on the 15th September, on the subject of the settlement
of the Assigned Territory, together with a transcript of the
reply which I received, approving generally of the suggestions
contained in my address, and directing me to issue instructions
in the spirit thereof for the ensuing settlement of the district.

2. This I have hitherto postponed because it appeared
to me that, in consequence of the failure of the rains, it would
be impossible to carry into effect the measure recommended by
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me, v7z., that the Superintendent should proceed to the spot,
and, on a local inspection of the state of the country, make
a village settlement for one or more years, according to local
circumstances, as also adopt such other arrangemente as he
might deem expedient, for the prevention of the impediments,
which in this part of the country have hitherto obstructed,
both the formation of a proper and satisfactory settlement and
the realization of the revenue.

8. To attempt a measure of this nature, at a season like
the present, when the severity of the drought has rendered the
khurreef unusually unproductive, and almost operated a
complete hindrance to the cultivation of the rubbee, would, I
conceive, be unadvisable. Under the discouragement occasioned
by the state of the land, the zumeendars, none of whom are
men of substance, could not enter into any engagements of
future operation. All that in my judgmeunt can now be effected
is to induce them to agree to pay according to the Hal-kasssl,
or actual produce of the current year, the quantity and value of
which may probably be ascertained, as the khurreef has been
reaped and the rubbee crop must be completely sown.

4. Upon the whole, on a consideration of the state of
the country and the season of the year, I think it my duty
to recommend to you to instruct the Tehseeldars to call upon
the zumeendars to enter into such engagements as, upon an
inspection of the villages, may appear to them to be fair
valuation, but such engagements to be expressly subject to
your revision. I would further recommend that in the course
of a fortnight or three weeks from this time, or whenever it
may appear to you that a judgment can be formed of the
probable produce of the rubbee lands, you proceed in person
into the district to examine the state of the country and satisfy
yourself as to the justness of the statements transmitted by
the Tehseeldars.

5. It is of course understood that the measure now
recommended is not intended to apply to the pergunnahs
included in the lease of Rao Tej Sing, the farmer of
Rewaree, &c.



X.] SETTLEMENT OF ASSIGNED TERRITORY, 1807-08. 11

8. Although the more immediate object of your propos-
ed circuit is to ascertain the present state of the country, with
a view to making a revenue settlement, it appears to me that
much benefit may be effected by your making yourself
aoquainted, while on the spot, with the internal condition of
the several villages, the relation between the muckuddums or
managing ryots and the otker ryots, the mode of dividing
the produce of the land among these different descriptions of
persons, &c., &c., in order to remove injustice and abuse, and
for the purpose of introducing, at some future and suitable
period, as much of the prevailing practice in the Lower
Provinces as may be conducive to the attainment of these
objects, and adapted to the state of the people and to the
habits and opinions of the inhabitants.

7. You will of course be attended by a military escort,
not only for your personal protection, but for the purpose of
rendering your requisitions respected and enforcing obedience
to them. It it obvious that many of the zumeendars and
muckuddums (more especially in Sooneeput and Paneeput) are
inclined to be refractory and their having as yet rather
experienced the lenity and indulgence of our Government
than felt its power, may perhaps have tended to harden them
in those disorderly habits, which from the weakness of their
former rulers, and their total want of system, were either
unobserved or suffered to continue unpunished. It appears
necessary upon the present occasion that, as no requisition
will be made by you but what is proper and necessary, no
instance of non-compliance should be passed over, as its bad
effects would be more strongly felt from the circumstance of
your making your requisitions personally as it were, and upon
the spot, so that every instance of disobedience would be
combined with the idea of personal disrespect to an executive
officer of Government. I request you therefore to apprize me

of any such instance as may occur in order that measures may
be taken to enforce obedience.

8. As your salary is very inadequate to the extra
expense insuperable from a contingent occasion of this nature,
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of the Assign-
ed Territory.
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I have no doubt that Government will direct the charges of
the deputation to be defrayed. '

ENcrLosure (2) 10 5

w. From O. T. Mgrcarre, Esquire, First Assistant, Assigned
Territory of Dehls, to A. Seron, Esquire, Resident at
Dehli,—dated Dehli, the 2nd December 1807.

I mave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 24th ultimo, and to acquaint you that I am
preparing to proceed to the pergunnahs of Paneeput, Sooneeput
and Gunour in conformity to your instructions. :

2. I understand the directions contained in your letter to
be in substance as follows: 1st.—To instruct the Tehseeldars
to make a settlement for the current ycar according to the
actual produce, such settlement to be subject to my revision.
¢nd.—To proceed in person into the district, to examine the
state of the country, and satisfy myself as to the justness
of the statements transmitted by the Tehseeldars. 8rd.—To
enquire into the internal condition of the several villages, and
make myself acquainted with the relations existing among the
different descriptions of the inhabitants, with a view to future
arrangements.  4th.—To report to you any instances of
refractory conduct which may occur.

8. As my mission to those districts will be the first
introduction of the immediate superintendence of an European
officer of the British Government, it appears to me to be
advisable on public grounds that all the arrangements which
I may make should bear the decided character of a new and
permanent system, and from motives of a private and personal
nature, which are, I trust, excusable, as well as from a desire
to promote the public good, I am particularly anxious that
my deputation should be attended with beneficial effects.
Nothing will tend so much to ensure success as the advantage
of your full instructions on all matters in which there is any
doubt. I am induced by these.considerations to solicit the
favor of your further directions, on certain points, which I am
about to submit to your consideration. I propose also to take
the liberty of delivering my own sentiments freely on those
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points, and I trust that you will correct them wherever they Settlement of
may be erroneous. ' ;!‘e‘;,fi’::g“"d
4. You have already determined that a settlement shall ﬁpnp}i?‘go;‘.
be lfmde for the present year onmly, according to the Hal- gf:::{foi‘f
Aasssl or actual produce by measurement or survey, and I
have given the necessary orders for this preparatory proceeding.
It now appears to me to be desirable to lay down certain-
fixed principles for the detailed management of the settlement,

after which I shall proceed with confidence to the undertaking.

~ The following mode appears to me to be an advisable one
and is submitted for your consideration :—

First.—To form an estimate of the actual value of the
produce of the current year.

Second.—To divide the sum of the estimated value into
two shares, viz,, the share of the cultivators
and the share of Government, and to make
the share of Government the gross assess-
ment.

Third —To grant an allowance to the muckuddums as
a deduction from the gross assessment and
to make the remainder the net assessment
payable to Government.

This appears to me to be a simple and fair mode. It is,
however, necessary to fix the proportion, which shall be taken
as the share of Government, and the allowance which shall
be granted to the muckuddums, and on these points I beg to be
favored with your instructions.

5. It is proper also to provide against the difficulties
which may occur in the proposed mode of making the
settlement: F¥rst.—With respect to ascertaining the actual
produce. The inhabitants of the villages of those pergunnahs
have been accustomed to regard with extreme jealousy any
attempts to measure their cultivation, or ascertain the value of
their produce. I may possibly find on my arrival in the
pergunnahs that the produce of some villages has not been
ascertained, and from the advanced period of the season it may
not then be practicable to ascertain exactly the produce of
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the khurreef. In such cases I suppose that I may take upon
myself to form an estimate according to the best accounts
that I can obtain of the present and of the last year’s produce,
with reference to the proportionate difference in the two years
caused by drought in the villages,

Second.—With respect to making the settlement after the
value of the produce has been fairly estimated. The larger
villages have been accustomed to give, rather than to receive,
conditions. They have refused in general to make a settlement
with the aumsl, according to the produce of their lands,
and have insisted on what they term their mamool jumma,
or usual assessment, upon which again they have demanded
their mamool muckuddumee or usual commission, which
in several instances is equal to one-third of the assessment.
With reference to these considerations, it is possible that
some villages may altogether reject the proposed terms and
mode of settlement, and I ought to be prepared to act
according to circumstances, There are two ways of rejecting
the proposed settlement,—one is a refractory disobedience and
contempt of the authority of Government, and the other is a
refusal on the part of the zumeendars to sign the Aubooleats
or written engagements, that is, a refusal to agree to the
terms proposed without any other improper or disorderly
conduct. In a case of the first description, after all the means
of conciliation and persuasion have been tried in vain, there
seems to be no mode of proceeding left, except that of
enforcing the authority of Government ; but in such a case I
shall report the circumstances to you for your orders. Ina
case of the second description, I think that it will be sufficient,
after a patient and full attention to the objections of the
villagers, to fix the assessment according to the equitable
principles proposed, to settle the instalments in the same
manner as if the villagers bad signed the kwboolesats, and to
inform them that such is the assessment fixed by Government,
the payment of which will be regularly and positively enforced.
It is usual I believe in the other Provinces of the Company’s
territory, where the proprietors of a village decline making a
fair offer, to give the village in farm to any person who may
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make a fair offer. I do not propose such a remedy with respect
to the villages of the pergunnahs of Sooneeput, &oc., because
I apprehend that no person would undertake to farm them upon
proper terms, where the zumeendars themselves had refused
from obstinacy. Where the zumeendars may wish to decline
the responsibility of making money payments from want of
confidence, or extreme poverty, and may solicit a partition of
their crops, it may become expedient to make the settlement
with a farmer, under proper regulations for the benefit of
the ryots, but it is most desirable, I think, to avoid farming
altogether, if possible, and to encourage the people in all cases
to undertake to make the settlement for themselves. I
beg to be favored with your instructions on the foregoing
points,

8. From A. Ssron, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to O. T.
MEgrcarre, Esquire, Acting Superintendent of the Assigned
Territory, Dehli,~dated Dehli, the 21st December 1807.

I rAVE been honored by the receipt of your letter of the
2nd instant, on the subject of the measures which it may be
most advisable to adopt on the formation of the ensuing
settlement of the revenue of the Assigned Territory for
ascertaining the true value of the land, and making a just and
proper division thereof, between Government, the zumeendars,
muckuddums, &c.,and the ryots or cultivators, as also for
preventing any interruption being offered to that important
arrangement, either by the resistance of the zumeendars and
others, or by their contumacy or ignorance.

2. In my own opinion, nothing can be more salutary or
more conducive to the welfare or prosperity of the agricultural
portion of the natives of this part of the country than the
introduction of a system which shall at once defend their dues
and protect those dues from infringement. Hitherto the
peasantry has been but too much in the power of the
zumeendars, muckuddums, jagheerdars, &c., in a word in that of
their smmedsate superiors, by whatever designation they were
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indifferent to perceive the greatness of the evil, and too feeble
to effect a remedy, had they been disposed to make the
attempt. The complete tranquillity which prevails in this part
of the country presents a fair opportunity ef making such
arrangements as justice and policy require, by introducing
into the Assigned Territory as much of the revenue system
prevailing in the Lower Provinces as the nature and habits
of the people qualify them to receive.

8. This may I think be reduced to the following
points ;==

1st,—To ascertain the produce and value of the
several villages and to fix with precision the
dues of Government, as also to settle the
means of enforcing these dues,

2nd.~To regulate the condition of the ryots or
immediate cultivators of the soil, by fixing
their share of the produce, and preventing
their rights from being infringed by their
immediate superiors, whether zumeendars,
muckuddums, teekadars or aumsls.

3rd.—To define the power of the sumtls or Tehseeldars,
and to prevent them from exacting money
from the zumeendars, muckuddums or teekadars
(¢.e., renters of villages).

4. The first of these, v¢z., the ascertaining the produce
and value of the land, must of course be the foundation
of every revenue settlement. There appear to me to be only
two modes of effecting this, véz., either by referring to and
being guided by the accounts and records, if authentic, of
preceding years, or by making a valuation of the land founded
upon local inspection, by measuring the cultivated portion of
each village, and ascertaining the articles of produce. Upon
the present occasion it appears to me that from the want of

* regular documents to refer to, it would be desirable to have
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recourse to the latter of these modes, if practicable. I fear,
however, that from circumstances which shall hereafter be
explained, its adoption must be postponed.

5. This is usually carried into effect by deputing into

each village an aumeen, two or more measurers (s.e., jereel
Rushes) and a mokursr on the part of the canoongo, or

chowdry of the pergunnah, together with the putwarree of the
village, taking the precaution to affix to the pole, rope, or such
other instrument of measurement, as may be in local use, the
seals of the Cazee and Tehseeldar. 'When the extent of the
land in cultivation and the nature and quantity of the produce
have been ascertained, the share of the ryots or cultivators is
deducted, the latter being supposed to have defrayed the whole-
expense of furnishing seed, cattle, implements of husbandry
and labor, in consideration of which their share of the crop
may, generally speaking, be estimated at one-half, provided the

articles of produce be of the nature of umlee, that is one of
those articles the produce of which is usually divided ¢n X¢nd’

between the landlord and the husbandman. With respect to
the other articles of produce, v¢z., those for which a money rent
is paid by the husbandman to his landlord, and which are-
termed nukdee, the business is much more simple, as for such
articles there generally exist in every pergunnah an established
rate of rent per beegah, the amount of which was originally
fixed with reference to the considerations above mentioned
(vsz., the cultivators being entitled to one-half of the produce,
&c.) and to the value of the respective articles. After
making this deduction from the produce of the umlee articles,
and adding to the remaining part of it the value of the
produce of the nukdee kind, estimated at the established
‘pergunnah rate of such lands per beegah, the whole is
recorded, and the record containing the particulars is termed
the Zhuserek of a village. The record is then made the
foundation of a second, in which the quantity of the umiece
produced is converted into cash at a fair valuation. This second
record, specifying the full value in cash of the whole produce
of a village after deducting the husbandman’s share of the
crop, is denominated the jummabundee khaum, or the gross

3
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jummabundee. 'This record is in fact a money valuation of
the produce of the village, after making the above deduction.
In it are comprised the dues of Government, or land tax, and
the share of the proprietor termed in the Lower Provinces
malikana (of which more hereafter) together with certain
charges to which the landlord is liable. After deducting the
malikana and these charges from the gross jummabundee, a
third record is formed, which is termed the jummabundee
pokhtek or puckek jummabundee, s.e., the nett jummabundee
which specifies nothing but the dues of Government, com-
monly termed the “ nett jumma ”’ from its being liable to no
further deduction whatever. The whole of this process I have
myself carried into effect in the course of making revenue
settlements, and I think there can hardly be a doubt that the
forming such an account from local inspection would, generally
speaking, be a fair, just and satisfactory basie of a settlement,
more especially of a first settlement in a newly acquired
country. In applying this reasoning, however, to the case in
question (vfz., to the settlement of the Assigned Territory
for the present Fuslece year) it strikes me that two circum-
stances must render its immediate adoption difficult and
inexpedient, ¢fz., your not having sufficient time to attend
to the detail of the executive part, and the scantiness of the
present crops in consequence of the drought, a circumstance
which may probably render the produce too inconsiderable to
bear the expense. Of this, you will be better able to judge,
when in the mofussil than I can at present. In the event
of your thinking it either impracticable from want of time, or
inexpedient from the poverty of the present produce, to have
recourse to the mode in question, I can only recommend to you
to endeavour to obtain the best possible information as to the
present value of the lands, from the Tehseeldar, canoongoes
and pufwarrees, by the latter of whom, if entertained, the
village accounts of the ryots are always attested.

6. But to whatever of these modes you may have
recourse to ascertain the true value of the land, it forcibly
strikes me that you will find no difficulty in ascertaining
the condition of the ryots or cultivating husbandmen, and
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in removing such oppressions as they may appear to labor
under.

7. It has been observed that the husbandman is,
generally speaking, eatitled to one-half of the produce. This
appears to be a fair division of the crop when it is considered
that Ae contributes every thing, and the landlord notkéng
towards raising the crop. From the ryots’ share it does not
appear that any deduction should be made, except the expense
of entertaining a village putwarrse, whose duty it is to attest
all the potfaks or leases granted to the ryots, and all the
records and accounts relating to the produce or rent of the
land; all other articles of charge, such as the expense of
nuzzuraut or appraising the crops, guarding the grain when
stowed in the Zkwlléans or barns, entertaining gomashtas, &c.,
being defrayed by the landlord.

8. Tt would therefore appear that after a fair division has
been made of the crop, or after the husbandman has paid his
rent in cash (if a money payment was the stipulation) the
landlord has no further claim upon him. The fact, however,
is that the husbandman is frequently exposed to vexatious
demands and exactions, the principal of which, I belicve, to be

the following : —

1st.—Increase of wumice. Engagements or payments
in kind being stipulated, they are sometimes
called upon to convert the landlord’s share into
cash, at an arbitrary and unfair valuation,
instead of their being left to their own
option,

2rd.—Increase of nukdee stipulations or money-
payments. They are not only obliged to pay

the amount specified in their poffak or lease,

but called upon for various additions known by
the name of aboodd. In some cases these
impositions, though over and above the ass¢/
or original jumma, may not be disproportionate
to the value of the land. They are nevertheless
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highly objectionable on account of the mode,
which from its irregularity subjects the ryots
to vexatious, arbitrary and undefined demands.

3rd.—The refusing to grant receipts to the ryots is
another grievance. It renders them liable to
be twice called upon for the same payment.

4th.—The custom of the ryots reaping the grain in
cases of umlee engagements, without the sanc-
tion of the landlord, or of removing it when
reaped from the field or barn without giving
the landlord security for the value of his
share, is too frequent, and is always attended
with loss to the ryot, because it places him
in the power of the landlord who generally
demands more than the land really yielded or
than was actually stored in the barn.

Hth.—The ryots are always exposed to arbitrary
demands on account of bribes, bhefs (or
nuzzurs), salamees, diet money, and even
deputation money, in cases of the zumeendars
being deputed to the sudder cutcherry of the
pergunnah to make a representation.

9. The above are the principal grievances to which, as
far as my experience enables me to judge, the ryots or
husbandmen are generally exposed. The information is not
of a speculative or doubtful nature, but is the result of local
observation obtained in the course of my being employed in
making village settlements. Whether the same evils exist in
the villages of the Assigned Territory, as yet, I know not. At
all events I think it my duty to solicit your attention to the
subject, because I consider the relief of the ryots as a very
essential object of your present deputation. Another important
object is the regulation of the zumeendars and muckuddums or
managing ryots, and rendering them orderly and subordinate.

10. To accomplish the latter of these objects it is
necessary to secure to the muckuddums and zumeendars their
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fair and just rights, but in doing this effectually to check
every attempt on their part to take more, either by exacting
from the ryots or by withholding the dues of Government.
This naturally leads to the very important question of fixing
the share of the produce of the land to which persons of this
description are entitled.

11. In the Lower Provinces this share is declared to be
equal to one-tenth part of the land tax or nett jumma of
Government. In the Ceded Provinces it is consistent with my
personal practical knowledge that even the muckuddums get a
much larger share of the produce, their portion being
frequently a fourth part (or ckokarei) and some times a third
part (or teharek) of the gross produce of the land. The share
of the zumeendars or muckuddums in the Assigned Territory
is unknown to me, although I have reason to believe that
it is much more than it ought to be. I do not think it is
impossible to fix their shares without a previous knowledge,
first of the share which they have hitherto received, and
secondly of the grounds upon which they claim such share.
With reference to the remarks on this subject contained
in the 6th para. of your letter, I think it necessary to
request that you make it one of the first objects of your atten-
tion to ascertain from the several zumeendars, muckuddums,
managing ryots, &c., the amount of the share of the produce
which they have hitherto enjoyed, and the proportion which
the amount of such share bears to the nett jumma of the
village, held by such zumeendar, muckuddum, &c. In doing
this, you will call upon these persons to state the period during
which they have held the allowances in question, and the
grounds upon which they deem themselves entitled to them.
As it is certain that while the regal authority was yet in full
force, no.such large allowances as are here described were held
by persons in charge of villages, whatever their denomination
may have been, there can hardly be a doubt that, taking
advantage of the weakness of Government, they infringed
its rights, and appropriated to themselves what in fact had
belonged to it, as the ruling power. When questioned on the
subject of the grounds of their claims, they will probably
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assert them to be mamoolee, that is, to be of a presecriptive
nature, and founded upon established practice. It appears
to me, however, that, notwithstanding the respect which is
generally shown to a claim founded upon actual possession and
prescription, the origin of the unreasonably large allowances
held by some of the zumeendars, muckuddums, &ec., of the
Assigned Territory is so very exceptionable that the mere
sanction of time is not sufficient to legalize them, and that,
unless a written document be produced in support of their
claim, every allowance of this nature which exceeds one-tenth
of the nett jumma of Government ought to be reduced until
the instructions of the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General
in Council on the subject can be obtained for our guidance.
In all cases therefore of this description, that is, when a larger
allowance than one-tenth of the jumma is claimed by a
zumeendar or muckuddum, and when no written instrument
is produced in support of the claim, you will acquaint the
claimant that it cannot be allowed, and that it must be
reduced to ten per cent. upon the jumma of Government.
You will, however, further acquaint him that in the event
of his still deeming himself entitled to the larger allowance,
the question will be submitted to Government, and its orders
on the subject solicited. Should a muckuddum or zumeendar,
whose claim to a large allowance is thus considered inadmis-
sible, deem himself aggrieved, you will explain to him the
grounds of the rejection and assure him that, as the firmest
reliance may be placed upon the justice of Government, to
which a reference will be made, he may rest assured that, in
the event of his plea being well founded, it will ultimately be
admitted. Should he, after this explanation, decline to enter
into any engagement, or to continue in the management of
the village, you will endeavour to make the settlement with
some other person.

12. The preceding paragraph relates to such muckuddums
or others as hold Zoo large allowances. There is another
description of persons of this class, whose allowances appear to
be foo small, viz., such of the petty muckuddums as only
receive 23 per cent, upon the nett jumma., 1t appears
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from the information furnished by the canoongoes that the
allowances formerly enjoyed by them was 6 per cent. and
that they were reduced to one-half by an abuse of power in
the aumils, who though unable to contend with the muckuddums
of large villages, whom they were forced to leave in the
enjoyment of those heavy allowances which they took from
the dues of Government, availed themselves of the weakness
of the petty muckuddums to appropriate to themselves one-half
of their shares. To redress this injury appears to me to
be worthy of the justice of the British Government. In the
event therefore of your being satisfied from the result of your
local enquiries that this is really the case, you are authorized
to restore to these muckuddums the allowances which they
formerly held, provided the amount do not exceed 5 per cent.
upon the nett jumma. You will, however, at the same time
distinctly explain to them that the arrangement is of a
provisional nature only, and subject to the confirmation or
rejection of Government.

18. The subject of the two preceding paragraphs natu-
rally leads to another of a most interesting nature, with
which it is materially connected, vsz., that of land tenures in
this part of the country. In the course of this letter I have
used indiscriminately the terms zumeendar and muckuddums,
although strictly and properly speaking the former appellation
be only applicable to such persons as are actually and bond fide
proprietors of land, and the latter to the principal ryot, who
has the management of the cultivation and produce of one
or more villages. Whether a proprietary right to land, similar
to that which prevails in the Lower Provinces, vsz.,, a right
which gives to the owner the absolute disposal of his land,
including even the power of selling it, actually exist in the
Assigned Territory is still a matter of doubt. For my own
part I am rather inclined to think that, to the extent now
described, it does mo¢ exist ; but that the ruling power has
been considered as possessing the right to the soil, while the
muckuddum was merely the principal occupant of a village,
entrusted, on the part of the executive officers of Government,
with the management thereof. It has, however, happened
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made encroachments upon the power of those officers (¢.e.,
the aumsls) while the helpless muckuddums of petty villages
were the victims of their rapacity. Be that as it may, if
no regular proprietary right to land exist, it may be deemed a
wise and politic measure on the part of Government to creale
that right, in order with it to create an interest in the
soil, and thereby raise the value of the land, and render its
improvement a source of profit to the owner. That I may be
enabled to bring this interesting question more fully before
Government, I request you to procure, during your stay in the
interior part of the country, such information as you may be
able to obtain on the subject of landed tenures, and of the
sense which the muckuddums, &c., themselves entertain of their
own rights. You will also be pleased to state your own
sentiments as to the propriety or otherwise of the existing
system, and the arrangement which in your opinion it might
be advisable to substitute in lieu of the objectionable part of it.

14. But, although this question must lie over for the
present, it strikes me that some part of the conduct of
the muckuddums admits of immediate regulation, v¢z., their
refusing to furnish the ryots with either potéaks or receipts,
their obliging the ryots to commute their (the muckuddum’s)
share of the crop at an unfair valuation, and often involun-
tarily, and their deducting (if it be true that they deduct)
their tnaum as it is called from the mofusssl jumma of
their respective villages.

15. Lest I should be misunderstood, I shall just observe
that, in entering into the details relative to the formation of a
revenue settlement stated in the 6th para. of this letter,
it is, as already hinted, far from my intention that you
should enter into such minute investigation upon the present
occasion which would divert your attention from the grand
object of your proceeding into the district, vsz., to secure the
dues of Government, to relieve and protect the weak, and
to check the strong and oppressive. I deem it, however, my
duty to communicate to you what had come under my actual
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observation when employed on deputations of a similar nature,
because it occurred to me that it would be of service to you
in issuing instructions to your aumels in the mofussil. I have,
moreover, reason to belicve from the result of my enquiries
that similar abuses exist in this part of the country.

16. On reaching the pergunnah where your operations
are to commence, I would recommend your calling upon the
aumsl to report to you what he may have done in pursuance
of the orders which you have already issued to him, and
to lay before you the proposals which he may have received for
the several villages, The jumma, specified in these proposals,
will, of course, be less than that of last year, in consequence
of the drought. Whether the degree of diminution be
warranted by the failure of the season, you will be able to
judge from the state of the country, and the result of your
local enquiries. Buf, even though you should be of opinion
that, supposing the former assessment to have been proper, the
difference between it and the present jumma is not unreason-
able, I think it would not be advisable to accept a proposal
without first ascertaining the proportion which its jumma
bears to the share of the produce appropriated, or intended to be
appropriated, to himsclf by the zumeendar, muckuddum or
renter, by whom the proposal may have been tendered, and as
far as may be practicable the grounds of such intended
appropriation.

17. In supposing that I thought the present settlement
should be made for one year only, you have interpreted my
meaning justly. Under the circumstances of a very unfavor-
able season and (its natural consequence) a scanty crop, it
appears to me that no other measure could have been adopted
without loss and inconvenience. It is evident that when
considered as a property the value of a village can by no
means be justly estimated by the produce of one year (and
that moreover a bad year) since its general produce, communt-
bus annss, and its susceptibility of improvement are points
which materially affect the question of general valuation,
but it is also true that a zumeendar, who has no command

%
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of money, and whose confidence in the permanency of the
arrangement may not yet be completely established, would
probably be guided in framing his proposal by the %ai-Aasse?,
or actual assets. If therefore a settlement were made at
present for a longer period than one year, it strikes me that
the rent likely to be obtained for the 2nd, 3rd and 4th years of
the lease would be inconsiderable and inadequate. To myself
this reasoning appears to be just, and it is founded upon
my own personal expericnce, and my acquaintance with the
notions of native landlords. Should you, however, from local
observations, find the case to be otherwise in the part of
the country which you are now about to visit, what I now
recommend is not intended absolutely to restrict you from
using your own judgment should you, for example, be able
to form a settlement of a village for a period of three or four
years, and so to adjust the rent that that of the first year only
were regulated by the present scantiness of the crops while
those of the suceeeding years had reference to what you had
ascertained to your satisfaction to be the general value of
the land, it might then be advisable to conclude such a
settlement, since it would not be liable to the above objections.
Generally speaking, long leases may no doubt be considered as
encouraging to the lessee and favorable to agriculture.

18. The preceding observations relate principally to the
mode of ascertaining the value of the land, preparatory to
concluding the settlement. Another question of importance
still remains to be considered, v¢z., the class of persons with
whom it might be expedient to conclude it, a subject which is
materially connected with the reference contained in the 5th
paragraph of your letter respecting the means to be resorted to
in the event of the zumeendars, &ec., proving refractory.

19. Generally speaking, a preference should I think be
given to the persons by whom the villages were held last year,
if willing to come forward and to make adequate proposals.
In the event of their being unwilling to enter into such
engagements as the result of your local enquiries leads you
to think adequate, you will then endeavour to let the land in
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farm at the rent which you deem a fair valuation. In
doing this you will be careful to avoid fictitious or furzee
engagements. Of these there are two sorts, v¢z., one in which
the name of the supposed farmer or lessee is altogether
fictitious, there being in fact mo such persons in existence.
Proposals of this nature are frequently tendered by persons
who, either from pride or from some other motive, are desirous
of concealing the share they have in the transaction. The
mode, however, is very exceptionable, because it tends to
destroy responsibility. The other species of fictitious or furzee
engagements consists in giving in a false name ; that is the
name of a person who, though actually in existence, is not the
actual lessee, but one of his servants or dependants. It is
generally practised by rich Bankers or other monied men,
with the view of subletting the farm to another person, a
mode which is highly pernicious, because, exclusively of its
dividing responsibility and perplexing business, it is a source
of oppression to the ryot, by exposing him to heavier demands
than would otherwise be exacted from him, since from A¢m
must be taken the profits of the real as well as of the nominal
farmer. I think it therefore my duty to recommend to you
to decline accepting any proposals which may be tendered
by Dehlee Bankers, &c., and in the event of your letting
villages in farm to make choice of persons acquainted with
agricultural business, who will reside on the spot and attend
themselves to the concerns of the farm. By this the
measure will be simplified and you will only have one
person between your Tehseeldar and the ryot. Should it be
found impracticable to let lands in farm (which in some
instances may be the case from the causes stated by you)
T know no resource but that of holding the land %%d4s, and
placing it under the immediate management of the aumil.
This mode, however, is by no means desirable, because
independently of the risk of embezzlement with which it is
attended, it tends to distract the attention of the aumel, and
to involve him too much in detail. It ought, therefore, only
to be resorted to in cases of very great inadequacy in the
proposal tendered for a village. The proposer should at the
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ﬁ?ﬁ*ff.‘i‘fg“,f egf same time be informed that should he have any claim
Territory. to prefer to a share of the produce, on the grounds of his
g%’:cgf’f}f being zumeendar, such claim will be taken into immediate
Metcalfe. consideration. This provision supposes the case of a person

declining to accept of terms, which he himself thinks

inadequate, but without any appearance of refractoriness,

20. In the event of a person ealling himself zumeendar
of a village refusing to attend, or to depute a representative
to attend on his part, it can only proceed from a spirit of
refractoriness and disobedience, which should be immediately
and effectually checked. In the first instance of this nature
which may occur, you are accordingly requested to direct the
contumacious zumeendar to be distinctly informed in writing
that he is required to attend you in person or by vakeel, on or
before a certain diy, and that in the event of his neither
complying with the requisition, nor assigning a satisfactory
reason for non-compliance, his right to the land in question
will be considered as forfeited, and will not be restored without
the orders of Government.

21.  With respect to such zameendars or muckuddums,
as claim unreasonable allowances, I have already expressed
myself at large in the 1lth para. of this letter. I have
not thercfore anything further to remark on that subject

until I receive your report.

22. 1In proceeding upon your intended circuit you should
I think be accompanied by an escort sufficiently considerable
to command respect without having an appearance of military
coercion. It should, in my opinion, consist of a company under
the command of an European officer. But should vou in
the course of your official duty meet with such obstruction or
resistance from the inhabitants of any of the villages as may
require immediate coercion, and demand an additional force,
such additional force will be forthwith detached on your
making the application, which you are requested to do in the
most distinct manner, stating the nature and grounds of the
resistance, and the force and means by which it is expected to-
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be abetted. Unless the just and proper authority of Govern-
ment be supported against such wanton acts of resistance,
it would fall into contempt, and the refractory will be
encouraged to persevere in their misconduct.

28. In preparing this letter I have been led to make
frequent repetitions, being more solicitous to leave nothing
unsaid, than strictly to attend to method. = With the view of
preventing the subject from suffering needless and inconveni-
ent interruption, I have deemed it better to introduce in a
separate paper certain suggestions which I recommend to your
adoption from their appearing to me to be calculated to relieve
the husbandmen, as well as the under-renters, from vexatious
exactions and to introduce some degree of regularity into
the mode of making the collections in the mofussil. You will
perhaps find from the result of your local enquiries that more is
required for the attainment of the object than is contained
in these suggestions. But as in every attempt to introduce
reform consideration must be had to the nature and habits
of those, the promotion of whose happiness is the object of
the measure, it appears to me more advisable to innovate
gradually than suddenly, and rather to leave something yet to
be done than to attempt to introduce more of the revenue
system of the Lower Provinces than would be adapted to the
irregular habits of the zumeendars, muckuddums and others
in the Assigned Territory. In this respect, however, you will
of course use your discretion. When I consider your known
prudence and judgment, and when I advert to the great
advantages which you will derive from local observation, I
think it much more safe and advisable to recommend than to
direct.

24, From the result of your deputation, advantages of
the most essential nature may, I think, be expected. I do not
mean to imply that it will contribute much to the increase of
the revenue of the current year. Benefits of a more permanent
and interesting nature, will, I trust, be derived from it.
The relative situation of the landlord and the husbandman with
respect to each other and that of the former with respect to
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man and the dues of Government will be defined and
secured. The capability and resources of the country will be
investigated and made known, abuses will be removed, wrongs
will be redressed, order and regularity will be introduced,
confidence will be established. In promoting the attainment of
these important objects, you will no doubt be involved in much
troublesome detail, and embarrassing investigation. But the
end is so interesting that I am persuaded you will not regret
the personal trouble with which your exertions may be
attended.

25, To yourself or to Mr. Fraser the accomplishment
of the objects in question would probably be attended with
less difficulty than to any other. Either of you would enter
upon the undertaking with great and peculiar advantages.
From the attention to business and from the ardent zeal to
grant redress, which you have both evinced in the discharge of
the Judicial Branch of your duties, and from the good which
you have already operated by that attention, you must, ere
now, have gained the attachment of many and secured the
confidence of all. The community therefore will naturally and
justly be prepared to consider your deputation as an era of
relief and redress, and in this I am persuaded it will not be
disappointed.

P. S.—Should any part of this letter appear to you to be
obscure, I request that you will point it out in order that
it may be forthwith explained.

ENCLOSURE TO 8.

9. Suggestions recommended to be adopted in the Assigned Terri-
tory for the purpose of correcting abuses, which are believed
to exist, and for regulating the conduct of the ryots and
zumeendars, or muckuddums, with respect to each other, and
preventing their rights from being infringed,

1. A putwarree to be appointed to each village, or
oluster of small villages, whose duty it will be to attest the
accounts respecting the produce and collection of the villages
to which they respectively belong.
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.. % A written notification to be affixed to the Sudder
Cutcherry of every pergunnah, declaring the terms upon which
the ryots may obtain poffaks, entitling them to cultivate.
The notification to state the share of the crop to which the
ryot will be entitled in cases of umlce engagements and the
rate per beegah at which nwskdee articles may be cultivated
in the pergunnah.

3. After this notification has been given, it shall be the
duty of the zumeendar, muckuddum, or renter, to grant pottaks
whenever they may be applied for by the ryots.

4. In cases of umleec engagements the ryot is not to be
obliged to purchase the landlord’s share of the crop on any
other terms than at the market price of the day.

5. No ryot, who has either entered into an zmlee ene
gagement or received a nukdee pottak of a conditional nature
(¢.c., agreeing to make a deduction in the event of a bad
season), to be allowed to reap his grain without the knowledge
and sanction of his landlord, who, on his part, is required to
facilitate, to the utmost of his power, the appraisement of
the crop, in order that the reaping it may not be unnecessarily
delayed.

6. No ryot to be allowed to remove his grain from the
khullian or barn where it may be stowed, without the sanction
of his landlord, unless he shall have given to the latter
satisfactory security for the value of his share thereof.

7. All impositions of every description under the denom.
ination of 4boodh, which are demanded from the ryot by his
landlord, over and above the asesl, or original jumma, to
be ascertained, and if of an oppressive nature to be abolished.
If, on the other hand, they are fit to be continued; they are to
be consolidated and included in the potfak or lease, to prevent
the ryot from being exposed to vague, indefinite or oppressive
demands,

" 8, For every payment of revenue, whether by the ryot
to his landlord, or by the latter to Government or to its
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representative, written receipts are to be granted. The ryots’
receipts to be written by the pufwarree of the village.

9. No landlord to be allowed to exact from his ryot
anything of the nature of Blhet (i.e. nuzzur), salamee, diet
money, deputation money ; or to make any demand upon him,
save and except what is specified in the written engagement,
which may have been entered into; it being understood that
all the articles of exaction here stated are to be abolished, and
peither to be demanded by the aumsl or Tehsceldar from the
zumeendar or Teekadar, nor by the latter from the ryots.

10. Whenever it may be necessary to issue a fullub chetiee,
or summons, upon a zumeendar or renter for a balance of
revenue, it is never to be served by more than two persons, or to
be in force for a larger period than 15 days. Should one person
only be sufficient, and should circumstances admit of a shorter
period for the summons to be in force, that mode {0 be invaria-
bly observed. In the event of persons being employed in
serving it, the daily pay of each, including food, not to exceed
two annas. When it may be necessary to employ horsemen, the
daily pay of each, including food, never to exceed four annas.

DEHLI; } A. SETON,
The 21st December 1807. Restdent at Dehls.
10. Order dated 22nd February 1808.

On the 22nd instant the Resident of Dehlee was informed
that the Governor-General in Council was pleased to confirm
the instructions with which he had furnished his Head Assis-
tant for his guidance in forming the impending settlement
of the land revenue of the Assigned Territory.

11. From A. Beron, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to Gzorez
Dowpeswerr, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the
Revenue Department, Fort William,—dated Dehli, the
24th November 1808. ,

On the 4th January I had the honqr to submit.to yon, for
the .information of the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General
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in Council, a copy of the instructions with which I furnished
the Acting Superintendent of the Revenue for concluding
the settlement in conformity to the orders contained in your
letter of the 2nd October 1807 to my address. I now have
the honor to report what has been done in consequence.

2. Mr. Metcalfe, the Acting Superintendent, proceeded
in person into the interior of the pergunnahs to which the
instructions in question related, v¢z., Havelee Palum, Soonee-
put, Paneeput and Gunour, and called upon the zumeendars,
muckuddums, &c., in the actual occupancy and management
of the lands, to enter into engagements for the revenue thereof.
In effecting this Mr. Metcalfe bad many difficulties to
struggle with. The season was very unfavourable, confidence
was not perfectly established, and in some parts disorders
prevailed, which demanded the interposition of the Police.
These difficulties, however, were happily surmounted by the
ability, perseverance, firmness and very conciliating manners of
Mr. Metealfe, who concluded for the current Fuslee year 1215
a settlement which has already been laid before Government.
He afterwards formed a triennial settlement of those pergun-
nahs from the years 1218 to 1218 inclusive, on a progressively
increasing jumma, the nett amount payable from those
pergunnahs in the year 1215 being Rs. 1,24,462, that for
1216 Rs. 1,59,118, that for 1217 Rs. 1,72,545, and that for
1218 Rs. 1,85,385. _In the year 1214 the jumma was
Rs. 1,18,723.

8. On a future occasion I shall have the honor to address
Government at some length on the state of those pergunnahs,
and to transmit copies of some very interesting letters on
the subject from Mr. Metcalfe which will evince the great
and successful attention which that gentleman paid to the
business.  For the present, I shall content myself with
observing that a seperate and distinct settlement was made
for each village or estate, and in all practicable cases with
the zumeendar, muckuddums or other persons in the actual
management and occupancy of the land. In cases in which
that mode was found impracticable the land was rented to

5
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responsible and respectable farmers and a provision was made
for the preservation of the just rights of the muckuddums, &e.
Among the difficulties which Mr. Metcalfe had to encounter
was the adjustment of the allowance termed muckuddumee,
which differs in its nature from the malékana of the landholders
in Bengal, being virtually given as a consideration for the
labor and responsibility of management, and not as an index
of proprietary right. Formerly this allowance was under
no regulation or fixed principle. It appears to have been
large or small in proportion to the success of the unceasing
efforts made by the muckuddums or managers to contend
with the aumils. When they prevailed, which in latter times
was generally the case in large villages where the muckuddum
was supported by numbers of armed Wdherents, the allowance
was frequently so large as nearly to swallow up the whole
produce, being sometimes as high as 37 per cent.; while on
the other hand, in petty villages, where but a feeble resistance
was made to the (often unjust) demands of the aumils, it
was sometimes so low as 23 per cent. If the former was
unreasonable, the latter appeared to me to be inadequate
and altogether insufficient to engage the attention of the
manager or give him an interest in the land. I was, however,
unwilling to innovate too suddenly, and I therefore instructed
Mr. Metealfe to adopt the middle course of reducing all
muckuddumee allowances above 10 per cent. to that rate and
raising to 5 per cent. such as were wunder 5, it being
expressly explained to the parties that this was merely
a temporary expedient, and only to remain in force until the
pleasure of Government could be known. I might, indeed,
have raised the allowance of the muckuddums of the petty
villages to 10 per cent., which in my own mind would be a
juster proportion than 5. But as it was only for a temporary
trial, and as the petty muckuddums were satisfied, it appeared
to me that the still keeping their rate lower than that of
those who had drawn more than 10 per cent., was likely to
reconcile the latter to a measure which, though certainly a
reduction, still kept them upon a footing superior to the
others. The large allowances of the powerful muckuddums
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had unquestionably been originally obtained by improper Settloment of
means, but still they had been enjbyed for some time, and the Prl:.,?;;gn gg
mind of man is loath to relinquish an advantage, which has ﬁ:écSife:
in some measure received the sanction of time. Such were -

the considerations which induced me to adopt that arrangement,

with respect to the muckuddums, or as it is here termed the

snaukare muckuddumee.

4. In my letter of the 25th April to your address, I had
the honor to submit to you, for the consideration and orders
of Government, my sense of the expediency of introducing a
village settlement into the Mewaut pergunnahs, and in your
reply of the 25th May, you acquainted me that His Lordship
in Council had been pleased to approve of the suggestion. In
conformity to that sanction, the settlement was concluded in
the pergunnaks by Mr. Fraser, whose thorough acquaintance
with that part of the country and knowledge of the character
of the inhabitants rendered bim eminently qualified for the
undertaking. The settlement has been partly concluded for
one year, partly for two years, and partly (on a progressively
increasing jumma) for three years.

5. His Lordship in Council will have been pleased to
observe from my letters of the 5th and 81st ultimo, to
your address, that circumstances did not admit of my intro-
ducing the village settlement into Rewarree. ~ With reference
to those letters, I have the honor to observe that the land
revenue of the district has been farmed to Rao Tej Sing,
for one year, at a jumma of Rs. 81,571 and the sayer branch
or duties at Rs. 18,501, which with the rent of his own
Muccurraree (Rs. 25,001) makes the total jumma payable
by the farmer, amount to Rs. 1,25,073, »sz. Rs. 1,06,572
for the Md/ and Rs. 18,501 for the Szyer.

6. You will be pleased to receive, enclosed, an account
settlement of the Assigned Territory, formed upon the princi-
Ples stated in this letter, as also a istbundee, exhibiting the
revenue instalments of the current Fuslee year 1216,
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12. Triennial settlement of the several Mehals composing the
Assigned Territory for the Fuslee years 1216, 1217 and 1218.

1216 FosLEE.

Assessment, .5
4
t
MERALS, ,E.
Estimated 3 Nett
jumma e assessment.
Settled. of Total. 3
unsettled X
villages. £g
2o
28
=]
Settlement concluded Re. A, P. Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P.| Rs. A, P, Rs, A. P,
with the zumeendar and
renter—

Pergunnah Sooneeput [ 55,620 4 0 . 55,629 4 0/4,44113 0 651,187 00
Ditto Paneeput - 46,085 15 0 . 46,085 15 0. 2,352 0 O 43,733 15 0
Ditto Gunoor 10,020 0 0 . 10,020 00 . 10,020 0 0
Ditto Havely | 48483 00 . 46,483 00 . 46,483 0 0

Palum.

Pergunnah Sonah - 20018 80 2,370 00| 32,288 00 . 82,288 0 0|
Ditto Cotla In-| 45336 00| 8,634 00| 538,970 00 . £3,970 0 0

dore (or Noh).

Pergunnah Bohura -« 10,645 0 0 N 10,545 0 0| . 10,645 0 O)

In Istimrar—

Ahamudpoor, &¢.  +| 25,001 0 0| . 25,001 0 0 . 25,001 0 0

Bamnowlee « . . 400 00 . 400 00 . 400 00

Burahee, &¢. ¢ - 4,001 00 . 4,001 0 0 . 4,001 0 0|

Munowlee, &c.- . 4,001 0 0 . 4,001 0 0| . 4,001 00

Porgunuah Hattin | 30,001 00 . 30,001 0 0| . 80,001 00

Chutterpoor »  * 2,076 00 . 2,076 00 . 2,075 0 0|

Hurchundpoor, &¢. - 1,042 00 . 1,042 00 . 1,042 0 0|

Porgunnah Nuzuf Gar| 15,000 0 U\ . 15,000 0 0 . 16,000 0 0

Ditto Pulwul .| 45,000 0 0] . 45,000 00 . 45,000 0 0
I
3,71,438 11 0| 11,004 0 0| 3,582,442 11 0| 6,703 13 0 3,765,648 14 0|
In farm—
Pergunnah Rewarree 81,671 0 0] . 81,671 00 . 81,571 0 0
Rohutt Mandora, &c. . 2,208 00 2,208 00 . 2,208 00
4,63,000 11 0| 18,300 0 0| 4,66,309 11 0] 6,703 13 0! 4,690,516 14 0
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Triennial settlement of the several Mehals composing the Assigned Settlement of

, . the Assigned
Territory for the Fuslee years 1216, 1217 and 1218—concld, Territory by
Mr.C. T,
1317-18 FurLEE. Metcalfe.
. 3
Assessment, ' i
' -
~
Mxxaze, 3
Estimated 5y Nett
Jjumma xg asgessment.
Settled. of Total. -
m:mttled 3
villages. zi
1317.
Rs. A.P.! Bs. A.P| Rs. A, P. Bs. A.P.| Rs A. P
Settlement  concluded
with the zumeendar and
yenter—
Pexgnmh Sooneeput | 61,357 15 3| . 61,357 15 3 4,881 13 0 56,476 2 3
itto Paneeput. | 40,104 15 0{ . 40,104 16 0 2,517 0 0 46,687 156 0
Ditto Gumoor | 1,847 00 . 11,047 00 . 11,047 0
Ditto Havely ,138 0 o‘ ’ 50,138 0 oI . 60,138 0 0
am.

Porgunnah Sonah .| 28,331 00 6,707 80 385128 80 . 35,128 8 0|

itto Cotla In-| 46,301 00 11,664 00 57,856 00 . 67,856 0 0
dore (or Noh). |

Pergunnah Bohura .| 11,310 00 600 00, 11,810 00 . 11,010 00

In Istimrar— |

Ahamndiloor, & .| 26,001 00 - 25,001 0 0, . 25,001 0 0

Bamnowlee . . 400 00, . 400 00 . 400 0 0

Buraheo, &c. « 4,001 00 . 4,001 00, K 4,000 00

Munowlee, &¢. « 4,001 .0 . 4,001 00, . 4,00r 0 0

Pergunnah Hattin .| 80,001 0 0 . 80,001 00 . 80,001 00

Chatterpoor . . 2,075 00 . 2,076 0 oi . 3,076 0 0]

Hurchundpoor, &c. «| 1,042 0 0| . 1,042 00 . 1,042 00

Peorgunnah Nuzaf Gur | 16,000 0 0 . 15000 00 - 16,000 0 0

itto Pulwul . 4000 0 0 . 45,000 00 . ,000 00
8,865,008 14 3 18,051 80 4,03,080 6 3 7,308 13 0,3,06,561 93
1318.

Pergunnah Sooneeput | 66,685 12 0 . 66,665 12 0' 5,201 13 0| 61,373 15
Ditto Paneeput-| 52,105 8 0 . 52,1056 30 2,656 00 40,440 3
Ditto Gunoor | 13436 0 0 . 12,438 0 0 . 12,438 0

P%mo Havely| 54,179 00 . 54,179 00 . 54,179 O
um.

Pergunnah Sonah _+| 30,561 00 6,77 80 87,38 80 . 37,358 8-
Ditto Cotla In- ,648 00 11,664 00 62,200 00 . 62,200 0

dore (or Noh). l
Porgunnah Bohura | 12,528 0 600 00, 18,1235 o - 13,1268 0
In Istimrar—

Ahamudpoor, &¢. +| 25001 0 . 26,001 0 0 . 25,001 0

Bamnowlee . . 400 0 . 400 00 . 400 0

Burahee, &¢. + o 4,001 0 0 . 4,001 00 . 4,001 0

Munowlee, &c. »  +1 4001 00 . 4,001 00 . 4,001 0

Pergunnah Hattin | 39,001 0 0| . 30,001 00 . 30,001 0

Chatterpoor  « 2,076 0 0| . 2,076 00 . 2,075 0

Hurchundpoor, &c. 1,042 0 0| . 1,042 00 . 1,042 0

Pergu Nuzuf Gur| 15,000 00 . 15,000 0 0 . 16,000 0

itto  Palwul «f 45000 00 . ,000 00 . 46,000 0
4,065,638 15 018,951 8 0 4,24,590 7 0 7,947 13 ol 4,16,642 10 Q
DenLr ReveNuE OFFICE, A. SETON,

Tke 1st October 1508.

Restdent at Dekls.
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ENcLOSURE

Stutement of the Kistbundee of the several Mehals

DEM
1
MemaLe, Kist Kist Eit | Eist Kist
of of of | of of
Auisin, Eautuk. Aughun i Poose, Maug.
| l ) |
Re. A,P. Re. A.P. Rs A.P. Rs A.P| Rs. AP
\
Pergunnahs Panecpnt, | 6,467 126 14478 06 14,478 0 6 14,463 20 6,488 13 6
Sooneeput and Gunour. I l ’
Pergunnah Havely Palum 6,272 80 b,280 0 ‘ 5271 8 0 5208 00 110 0 Oi
Ditto Bohura - A 1,427 80 1427 8 ‘ 1,427 8 ol 1,427 80 .
Ditto Cotla Indore - 4548 2 oi 4,618 l 4518 20 4648 20 .
Ditto Bonash « | 5168 80 5,168 G168 80 5168 80 .
Ditto Rewarree o -l 8,157 0O 0‘I 8,167 0 ol 8,157 0 o| 8,167 0 0 .
Ahamudpoor . . 2,084 00 20884 0 0' 2,084 00 2084 00 2,084 00
Bamnowlee o . . ' 50 00 15()004 5000‘ 50 00 .
Burahee, &c. « + -1 500 00 500 00 zsooool 800 00 .
| | |
Munowlee, &c. - . ; 450 00’ 450 00I 450 ooi 450 0 0 .
Pergunnah Hattin - ' 3,750 0 0’ 3750 00 3,750 00, 3,750 00 .
Chutterpoor, &c. « 1 280 0 oi 259 0 oI 250 00 29 00 .
Hurchundpoor, &e. + 130 00 130 00, 1% 00 130 00 .
Pergunnah NuzufGur -} 1876 00/ 1,876 00/ 1,875 0 ol 1,875 00 .
Ditto Pulwul . .I 5,625 00 6625 00 6625 00/ 5,625 00 -
45,786 6 6| 53,701 2 6 53,773 10 6/ 563,700 4 0| 8,883 13 6

Denur REvENUE OFFICE,

The 1st October 1508,
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() mo

11'

composing the Assigned Territory for the year 1216 Fuslee.

ANDS,
i
o | me | | | e | me | |
Faugoon, | Chayet. Bysack. Jait, Aussar, | Sawan, | Bhadun, | 1318 Fuslce,
Re. A. P.| Rs. A. P.' Rs A, P.| Bs. A, P. Rs A, P., Rs. A, P.' Rs.A.P.| Rs AP,
|
6,630 00 15056 7 0 18,323 3 616,325 11 0 . . . 1,12,635 30
225 00 7,008 80|8,105 80 8328 001,417 00/ 250 090 . 46,483 0 0
|
1,208 12 0 1,208 12 0 1,208 12 0| 1,208 13 0| . . . 10,545 00
6,373 60 6373 6 0| 6,373 60 7,148 60 87 00 . . 45,338 00
. 2,311 2 Ol 4,622 40| 2311 20 - . . 29,018 8 0
. 16,314 5 0‘ 16,314 6 0l 16314 60 . . . 81,671 00
3,080 00 2,084 00| 2,084 00’ 2,084 00 2,084 002084 00 2,081 00 25001 00
67 00, 67 00| 68 O . . . . 400 0 0
. 687 00 687 00 667 00 ’ . . 4,001 0 0
. 733 00, 734 0 734 00 . D . 4,001 0 0
D 6,001 00 5,000 00 5000 00 . . . 30,001 00
348 000 3848 00 348 00 . D . 2,075 0 0|
. 174 00, 174 00 174 00 . . . 1,042 00
. 2,600 00 2,600 00 2,600 00 . . . 16,000 00
. 7,500 00 7,600 00 7,500 00 . ] ) 45,000 0 0
16,484 2 0, 67,34 8 0| 74,017 6 6 70,680 & 8‘ 4,378 00/2,334 00 3,081 0 0‘4.53.009 1o
A. SETON,

Ressdent at Dekli,

Settlement of
the Assigned
Territory by
Mr. C.T.
Metcalfe.
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Settlement of 14, Order dated 23rd December 1808.
the Assigned . .
Territory., THE Governor-General in Council is pleased to approve

and confirm the settlement made of the Mehals subject to
the superintendence of the Resident at Dehlee for the periods
of time specified in the settlement acoount which accompanied
his letter.




CHAPTER II.

S —

SETTLEMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF REWARI, 1808.

1. From A. Seron, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to GEorgE
Dowprswerr, Esquire, Secretary to the Government in the
Revenus Department, Fort William,—dated Dekli, the
24th May 1808.

I mAvE the honor to transmit enclosed, for the con-
gideration of the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General in
Council, a copy of a letter (No. 1) to my address from Mr.
Metealfe, the First Assistant to this Residency, who for some
time past has been in charge of the office of Superintendent
of the Assigned Territory, stating his sentiments with respect
to the future settlement of Rewarree, hitherto the farm of
Rao Tej Sing, whose lease will expire with the current
Juslee year 1215.

2. The point of reference for the consideration of
Government is whether it would be advisable to let in farm
such portion of Rewarree proper as does not compose the
sstumrar (or life-rent) of Rao Tej Sing, or to make a village
settlement thereof with the proprietors of the several estates
and to receive the rent through the medium of a Native
Tehseeldar.

3. In discussing this question Mr. Metcalfe appears

to me to have reasoned with his usual accuracy, and to have
6
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Settlement of stated the advantages and disadvantages of the adoption of

the district
of Rew4ri.

either of those plans with a fairness and precision which
evince his having given to the subject that degree of
attention which its importance claims. The result of his
reasoning appears in substance to be this that a village
settlement would be attended with many advantages, but that
he is apprehensive the beneficial operation of the measure
would be checked by its novelty, by the reluctance of the
landholders to enter into engagements immediately with
Government, and by its involving the Superintendent in a
variety of minute details, which by absorbing his attention
might be likely to prove detrimental to his other duties.

4. In admitting with Mr. Metcalfe that the introduction
of a village settlement made directly with the landholders
might, from its being a deviation from received custom, be
unwelcome to some of them, I confess it does not appear to
me to be an objection sufficiently powerful to induce the
relinquishment of a plan attended with the advantages stated
by Mr. Metcalfe in the letter to which these observations
relate. Every improvement is in fact an innovation, and
the difficulty must one time or other be surmounted. No
time appears to me more favorable than the present for
the introduction of the plan in question, as the country is
neither disturbed by foreign war nor by domestic troubles.
So that, supposing even the landholders to experience a degree
of temporary dissatisfaction, it could not be attended with
consequences of a serious nature, or tend to disturb the
tranquillity of the district. That the plan would require
much more of the Superintendent’s attention than would be
the case if the lands were farmed I admit. But it strikes
me that the time and attention of that officer could not
be more usefully employed than in attending to the repre-
sentations which the introduction of such a system may be
supposed to give rise to. It is by the beneficial effects of that
attention, by the redress or the prevention of injustice and
oppression, that we must expect to reconcile the inhabitants
of this part of the country to the innovation,
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6. For these reasons it appears to me that, to continue Settlement of
the farming system would be to protract evil, and that, were z‘;en(:t:r:ft
the district again rented to Rao Tej Sing, every objection
now urged to the conclusion of a village settlement might

be urged with equal force at the expiration of his next lease.

6. TUnder this impression, on the justness of which
His Lordship in Council will decide, I think it my duty to
submit it as my opinion that it would be advisable to conclude
a village settlement of the land revenue of such part of
Rewarree as is not included in the ¢stumrar of Rao Tej Sing,
for a term not exceeding three years, from the commencement
of 1216 fuslee, and that it would be expedient to conclude
it with the several landholders. It will appear from Mr.
Metcalfe’s accompanying letter (No. 3) to my address that
the present year’s rent of the lands in question is Rs. 81,571.

7. With respect to the sayer or duties, I would
recommend that the farmer be called upon for a statement
of their nature, rates and produce, after which Government
might authorize the abolition of such as were exceptionable
and direct the remainder to be regulated.

8. Considering the local influence of Rao Tej Sing,
I think it would be advisable to appoint him Tehseeldar.
In that capacity I think his influence might be useful. But
as a farmer, I am of opinion its operation might be pernicious.

‘9. As the Right. Hon’ble the Governor-General in
Council is now in possession of the grounds upon which
each of the suggestions now submitted appears advisable or

otherwise, you are requested to solicit and transmit His
Lordship’s final orders on the subject.

Excrosure (1) To 1.

2. From O.T. Mercarrg, Esquire, Acting Superintendent of the
Revenues of the Assigned Territory, to A. Seron, Esquire,
Resident at Dehli,—dated Dehls, the 21st May 1808.

THe lease of the farm held by Tej Sing under a
triennial settlement concluded in 1218 fuslee will expire at
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the end of the present season, and it becomes necessary to
make a new arrangement for the ensuing years,

2. For that part of the farm which is situated in
Mewaut, viz., pergunnaks Sonah, Bohra and Indore, you have
already provided by issuing your instructions to Mr. Fraser to
conclude a village settlement. It only remains thercfore to
fix a plan for the settlement of Rewarree.

3. The first question which arises is whether it would be
expedient to make a village scttlement or to let the pergunnak
in farm. The advantages of a village settlement, made
personally by an European public officer, scem to me to
be chiefly as follows. It causes and maintains a direct

"intercourse between the officers of Government and the lower

classes of people, it does away with the former irregular and
unsettled mode of collection, and establishes fixed and simple
regulations. When the objects of a village scttlement are
completely gained, it must be attended with incalculable
advantages to the community. Under the farming system
many abuses will prevail, and it is difficult to check them ; on
the other hand, there is more regularity and less difficulty in
collecting the revenue from a considerable farm, and the
attention of the public officer is not required to the constant
superint:ndence of the minute details of village management.
In order to secure the success of a village settlement the
European officer in charge of the district should bave it in
his power to bestow the most unremitting attention upon the
lands ; otherwise the Tehsceldars or native Collectors may
practice every abuse, and instances I imagine might be found,
and not unfrequently, where the people under a Tehseeldar,
in a district where a village settlement has been concluded,
are much less happy than those living in a district under a
farmer. There is also something in the habits of the people
of this part of the country which opposes the introduction
of a village settlement. In general I have found them not
well disposed to make any adequate engagements at an
carly period of the ycar and rather inclined to delay a
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settlement until an advanced period of the season. They do Settlement of
not seem at first to like our mode of settlement even for :%“Bd:::;i‘f
one year, much less for a longer period. In some parts of
the Doab, where village settlements have been concluded, the
greatest part of the country is in the hands of Zeeckadars or
petty renters, in consequence of the disinclination or inability
from poverty of the zumeendars to enter into engagements.
The difficulties, however, are such as may naturally be
expected to arise in the introduction of an entirely new
system and the change of old manners, and as the advantages
of making their own settlement are obvious, it may be
supposed that the people will soon seek what at present the
greatest part shrink from. It is worthy of enquiry whether
there may not be some circumstances applicable particularly
to Rewarree, which may make the introduction of a village
settlement more difficult and less likely to succeed there than
elsewhere, and it perhaps will be found that there are some
such. For instance, a considerable part of the pergunnatZ,
and that, T am informed, the best and most productive, is held
by Tej Sing in ¢stumrar for his life, and his influence over
the pergunnalk is in consequence supposed to be so considerable
that no person has ever applied to me for the farm of the
remaining part of Rewarree; and those with whom I have
conversed on the subject have expressed an opinion that it
would be ruin to any person to take a farm of the pergunnak
a8 long as Tej Sing may possess the ¢stumrar. The same
influence would, no doubt, be exerted, as far as it could secretly
be carried, to oppose the introduction of a village settlement,
which would obviously operate against Tej Sing; and he
would doubtless throw every obstacle in the way in the
beginning, and, as much as he could, obstruct the progress
and retard the advantages of the new arrangement. I do not
mean to say that these difficulties would be insuperable.
They would doubtless be overcome, as his counteraction would
only be under-hand, and as he could only carry it to a certain
length without risking the loss of all that he possesses.
If a village settlement were to be concluded, it would, in
all probability, be found expedient to employ Tej Sing as
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Settlement of Tehseeldar, both in order to make use of his local influence and
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knowledge as well as to prevent the operation of these qualities
against any other Tehseeldar that might be sent.

4. T am not able to say whether or not any considerable
increase might be expected in the revenue under the operation
of a village settlement. It is supposed by common observers
that the pergunnak yields much more than the farmer has
yet paid. Be that as it may, it is obvious that to any increase
of revenue must be opposed the expense of the establishments
which would become necessary. Further difficulties may be
supposed to arise from the situation of Rewarree, which is
surrounded by foreign and independent territories, except on
that side which is bounded by Mewaut. The district may
possibly on this account be less calculated to receive benefit
from a village settlement, and, being comparatively remote
from Dehli, would be less under the inspection of the
Superintendent. On the other hand, if a village settlement is
to be introduced into Rewarree, the sooner the better.

5. The general result of the considerations which have
occurred to me, leads me to think that it would be, on the
whole, advisable to give another lease of the pergunnak to
Tej Sing, provided that he makes such offers as it is advisable
to accept. Three years I think would be a sufficient term:
if you are of the same opinion, I beg leave to recommend that
I may be now authorized to call upon Tej Sing for proposals.
Whatever plan is adopted, it is very desirable that it should
be entered upon immediately. I am aware that a great deal
may be said in favor of a village settlement, and that in most
cases you prefer that mode, and although in the present
instance I have ventured to express an inclination towards a
settlement of another nature, I am far from feeling confident
that I have taken the right side of the question. I am happy,
however, in the reflection that my errors will be corrected by
your judgment, and I beg to assure you that no exertions
shall be wanting to carry into effect any plan which you may
be pleased to adopt.
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Encrosure (2) To 1.

3. From A. S'ETbN, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to C. T.
MEercarre, Esquire, Acting Superintendent of the Revenues
of the Assigned Territory,—dated Dehli, 22nd May 1808.

I pavE been favored with your letter of yesterday stating
your sentiments on the subject of the present state of the
district of Rewarree, and the most eligible plan for the future
settlement thereof.

2. Previously to addressing Government on the subject,
I think it desirable to ascertain, with some degree of precision,
the proportion which the part of the district composing the
¢stumrar of Rao Tej Sing, the present farmer, bears to the
remainder, as aleo whether any and what portion of the latter
(¢. e., that which is mot ¢stumrar) is claimed by Tej Sing as
his property.

8. I request therefore that you will at your earliest
leisure favor me with such information on these points as you
may be able to obtain.

Excrosure (3) 1o 1.

4, From O. T. Mrrcarrz, Esquire, Acting Superintendent of
the Revenues of the Assigned Territory, to A. Ssron,
Esquire, Resident at Dehli,—dated Dehli, 22nd May 1808,

TaE sstumrar of Tej Sing contains 81% villages and the
remainder of the pergunnak paying revenue 296, including
waste. The rent of the sstumrar is 25,000 rupees. This
year’s rent for the rest of the pergunnak is 81,571 rupees.
‘When Tej Sing obtained the ssfumrar in 1213, he delivered in
an account of the villages composing it, which valued the
real produce of them at something more than 81,000 rupees,
but that has generally been supposed to be an under-valuation.

2. Tej Sing has no claim to property, but there is a
claim set up by him in the name of Rao Heera Sing, one
of the supposed hereditary clowdries of Rewarree, t8 the

Settlement of
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Settlement of zumeendaree of 12 villages, under which claim Rao Heera
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Sing is said to be entitled to one-fourth of all the produce of
each of the 12 villages, another fourth of which is understood
to belong to Government and the remaining half to the
cultivators. Tej Sing is nominally the gomaskfa or servant
of Rao Heera Sing, but in reality he has been hitherto the
gole director and manager of all his affairs. The zumeendaree

claim above-mentioned was rejected, I am informed, during
the administration of Mon. Perron.

—_——

5. From Q. Dowpeswsrrr, Esquire, Secretary fo the Qovernment
tn the Revenue Department, to the Resident at Delhi,—
dated Councsl Chamber, the 10th June 1808,

I au directed to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from
you of the 24th ultimo, and to acquaint you that the Right
Hon’ble the Governor-General in Council is entirely of
opinion that it is preferable that a settlement should be made
dircctly with the village zumeeudars of that part of Rewarree
which is not included in the sstumrary of Rao Tej Sing than
that the influence of that, or of any other person, should be
continued over the zumeendars, which it is to be apprehended
may be frequently rendered an instrument of exaction and
injustice. On the same grounds, the Governor-General in
Council is desirous that you should reconsider whether it be
necessary to employ Rao Tej Sing, after the expiration of
the current fuslee year, in the capacity of Tehseeldar, or
whether some other arrangement cannot be adopted for the
collection of the public revenue from the zumeendars which
may not be liable to the objections above noticed.

2. The Governor-General in Council authorizes the
adoption of your suggestion for concluding the settlement
on the principle above noticed for the period of three years.

3. His Lordship in Council entirely approves the en-
quiry which you propose to make with respect to the sayer
duties, which will of course form the subject of a further
report from you to Government,
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6. From A. Sgrov, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to GEORGE Bettlement of
DowprswrLL, Esquire, Secretary to the Government in the z‘;eﬁl;::g‘f
Revenue Department, Fort William,—dated Dehli, the 5th
October 1808.

I was duly honored by the receipt of your letter of the
10th June, containing the instructions of Government for my
guidance in making the settlement of the district of Rewarree
for the current fuslee year 1216, and immediately directed
Mr. Metcalfe, the First Assistant to the Residency, to hold
himself in readiness to proceed thither in person for the pur-
pose of carrying those instructions into effect upon the spot. A
copy of my letter to him upon that occasion is now submitted
enclosed.

2nd. On the receipt of that letter Mr. Metcalfe
called upon Rao Tej Sing for the necessary information,
proclaimed throughout the district that he was about to
proceed thither in person to conclude a revenue settlement on
the spot with the several zumeendars, mokuddums and other
actual occupiers of estates, and desired such of them as were
willing to engage for the mdl or land revenue thereof to
prepare proposals and to present them to him in person or by
vakeel on his arrival in the district. As, however, Mr. Met-
calfe was, soon after, directed to proceed to Lahore on business
of a diplomatic nature, I entrusted the conclusion of the
settlement of Rewarree to Mr. Fraser, the Second Assistant to
the Residency, and furnished him with instructions for his
guidance, drawn up in the spirit of the orders of Government,

recommending to him to proceed into the district and make a

village settlement, as soon as he should have completed that

of the Mewaut pergunnaks in which he was then employed.

Had circumstances admitted of Mr. Fraser’s superintending

the local management of the settlement, there cannot be a

doubt, from his zeal, judgment, knowledge of business and

very conciliating manners, that, no less successful in Rewarree
than in Mewaut, he would have rendered the arrangement
equally acceptable to the land-bolders as beneficial to Govern-
ment. As, however, his having been attached to the diplomatic
mission about to proceed to the westward prevents him from
proceeding to Rewarree, as there was no other Assistant at

7
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Dehli, as circumstances did not admit of my repairing thither
in person, and as I was loath to entrust to a native a business
of so delicate a nature as the appreciating the resources and
capability of a district, and the introducing for the first time a
village settlement, I have deemed it expedient to postpone the
execution of that measure for one year more, and to continue
Rao Tej Sing in the management of the district as farmer
until the expiration of the current fuslee year 1216. In
adopting this expedient I shall of course introduce such modi-
fications and restrictions into his lease as local circumstances
appear to me to require, and shall at the same time take
measures for preventing the nett jumma of Government from
falling short of that of the preceding year.

3rd. T entertain a respectful hope that, in consideration of
the difficulties which I had to struggle with from the advanced
period of the year, from the unfavorableness of the season,
and from the want of Assistants, His Lordship in Council will
be pleased to approve of this arrangement, although a consider-
able deviation from His Liordship’s orders of the 10th of June.
Situated as I am, I really can devise no other plan but what
would probably be attended with great loss to Government.
After relinquishing the idea of immediately introducing the
village settlement, no choice was left but that of letting the .
district in farm for one year, and to have bestowed the farm
upon any person but Tej Sing would in my humble opinion
have been attended with considerable risk both to the publie
revenue and to the police. At the commencement of the
ensuing fuslee year the village settlement can be introduced
under the local and personal superintendency of one of the
Assistants to the Residency, so that the measure now adopted
is merely a postponement of the plans of Government with
respect to the district,

Excrosure To 6.

7. From A. Seron, Esquire, Resident at Dehli,to C.T. METCALFE,
Esquire, Acting Superintendent of the Revenues of the
Assigned Territory, Dehli,—dated Dehli, the 29th June 1808.

Ox the receipt of your letter of the 22nd May I
addressed Government on the subject of the plan to be
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adopted in future relative to the settlement of revenue.
Having now received a reply to that reference, I transmit
copies of both for your information. You will observe that
the suggestion relative to a village settlement of the mdl
or land revenue is approved of and the articles of sayer
collection are to be ascertained and reported upon, but
that Government entertains doubts as to the propriety of
employing Rao Tej Sing as Tehseeldar under the new system.

2. In recommending the eventual continuance of Rao
Tej Sing as Tehseeldar, I was actuated by a belief that the
bad effects of his influence during the formation of the
setttlement might be counteracted by your presence and
personal exertions, and that after its conclusion the zumeendars
and others with whom it might have been made would, with
the aid and protection of Government, be able to establish
a sort of counter-interest of a defensive nature. As, however,
an apprehension is entertained by the Right Hon’ble the
Governor-Geuneral in Council that it may still be attended
with pernicious consequences, I request to be informed
whether you are acquainted with any person who appears to
you fit to be trusted with the management of the district
in capacity of Tehseeldar. There cannot be a doubt that
the circumstance of Tej Sing’s baving a large estate in a
pergunnak greatly lessens his eligibility to be employed, since
he may naturally be induced to take measures of a nature not
altogether justifiable to attract into his own estate the
cultivators of other lands, and in various modes to favor his
own villages and ryots at the expense of those of other
landholders. I request therefore that you will make enquiry
and report the result. In the meantime, the district must
for the present continue under the charge of Tej Sing.

8. But, whatever interest Tej Sing might have in
increasing the value of the fstumrar, it does not appear that
he can have any in concealing the value of such lands as
are the property of others, and the settlement of which is
to be made with the zumeendars, although the zumeendars
themselves must naturally be averse to such disclosure. I

Settlement of
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request therefore that you will repeat to him a requisition
which I made some time ago (v¢z., on the 14th April last) for
the production of the accounts of the mofussil collections
made during the years 1213 and 1214 in such part of Rewarree
as is not in ¢stumrar. The production of these documents
will give you a general idea of the value of the land, and
enable you to appreciate the offers which you may receive.
My requisition was limited to those two years because the
year 1215 was too unproductive to be taken into consideration,
and a portion of 1216 was still unexpired. By including that
year also in your requisition your information would, however,
be more complete and satisfactory.

4. Under the conviction that no revenue settlement can
be made satisfactorily unless it be concluded on the spot, I
recommend to you to proceed to Rewarree for that purpose, as
soon as your other avocations will admit of it ; and that, as far
a8 circumstances render it practicable, you visit the several
parts of the district. I further recommend your issuing a
proclamation throughout the district notifying your intention
to proceed thither shortly for the purpose of receiving on the
spot such proposals as may be tendered to you by the land-
holders, I should hope that al/ the proposals may be of
this description, or at least that they may be tendered by
mokuddums or others who may be supposed to be acquainted
with agricultural business and to have a local interest in the
soil ; for although the occasional employment of monied men
from Dehli, as petty farmers, may be attended with the
advantage of bringing money into that part of the country,
and thereby improving its cultivation, yet, as every instance of
that kind, by introducing an intermediate agent between the
zumeendar and the Tehseeldar, is a deviation from the principle
upon which Government is desirous that the village settlement
should be farmed, it should in all practicable cases be avoided.

5. The management of the police is so intimately connect-
ed with the settlement of the land revenue, that it in fact
makes part of the arrangement. From the former situation of
the district, and the irregular habits of the inhabitants, it must,
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I imagine, for some time at least, be necessary to keep up a
number of sowars. But previously to coming to a decision as
to the reference to be made to Government on this head I
request that you will ascertain the actual strength of the
establishment entertained by Rao Tej Sing, and do me the
favor to report the result. I should imagine that if the men
were properly selected and well commanded, they might be
-somewhat reduced in point of number, and still be rendered
more efficient than ever. It occurs to me that, by uniting the
superintendence of the collections with that of the police, and
placing the general control so combined in trustworthy hands,
much advantage might be derived, and if the plan were
deemed feasible, I know not that a fitter person could be found
than Captain James Skinner, late of the Mahratta service, if
he would consent. to accept the situation. That he would
render the sowars efficient, and prove a most active and
vigilant Superintendent of the police, there cannot be a doubt ;
of his being qualified to manage the collections, which is an
employment foreign to his habits and pursuits, there might
indeed be some doubt, if his duty would not be limited to
receiving the amount and remitting it to Dehli, since the
settlement will have been concluded by you. I am not aware
of any legal objections to the adoption of this suggestion, and
if in other respects it were deemed expedient, it would be
attended by the great advantage of having constantly on the
spot & man of honor and activity by whom every species of
oppression and injustice would be prevented, and through
whom the real state of the interior of the district would from
time to time be reported to the officers of Government. I
request to be favored with your sentiments on this subject,
with reference to the second paragraph of this letter,

6. Meantime, as I should imagine that, although the
season of collecting is over, Rao Tej Sing may nevertheless be
considered as bound to keep up his mofusse! establishment
until the end of the current fuslee year, two months of which
are still unexpired, it does not appear that a little delay in
fixing upon the future plan of police can be attended with any
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inconvenience. As, however, Tej Sing himself may see the
matter in a different point of view and consider himself no
longer bound to keep up his establishments, I request that you
will refer to his engagements with Government and report the
result. In the event of his not being under any obligation to
maintain his establishments after the month of Assar, that is
to say, in the event of his lease expiring with that month,
some arrangement must be immediately adopted for the
maintenance of the police and the protection of the country.

7. In conformity to the orders of Government, I request
you will immediately call upon Rao Tej Sing for a statement
of the sayer collections, specifying their general natare, rates,
produce and charges.

8. Dated 28th October 1808.

OzrpEr.—Ordered that the Resident be informed that the
Governor-General in Council approves and confirms the
instructions issued by him to his First Assistant with regard to
the settlement of the district of Rewarree in the current fusice

year.

9., From A. Seron, Esquire, Resident at Dehls, to Qsores
Dowpsrsweir, Esquire, Secretary to the Government in
the Revenus Department, Fort William,~dated Dehls,
the 31st October 1808.

With reference to the letter which I had the honor to
address to you on the Gth instant, on the subject of the
district of Rewarree, I have now the honor to acquaint you, for
the information of the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General in
Council, that I have concluded a settlement with Rao Tej
Sing, for the farm both of the land revenue and the sayer of
» . the district (with the exception of the
gie, pergunnake Nob,  Mewaut portion,* which has already been

settled by Mr. Fraser) for the current

Suslee year 1216, at the jumma of the preceding year, viz.,

Rs. 81,571 for the mdl or land revenue and Rs. 18,501 for

the sayer or duties. Exclusively of these sums, the annual

Jumma of Rao Tej Sing’s mukurrary is Rs. 25,001,
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2. The circumstances of difficulty which appeared to me
to render it expedient to have recourse to this measure having
been already submitted to His Lordship in Counecil, I have
only now to observe that, in one essential respect, the present
lease differs in a manner favorable to Government from that
which has just expired. In the triennial engagements entered
into with Rao Tej Sing in the fuslee year 1218 there was an
express stipulation that in the event of failure of season the
farmer should be allowed a deduction. Upon the present
occasion he has engaged to pay the jumma unconditionally ;
which, considering the advanced season of the year, and the
very unpromising state of the crops from the want of rain, I
regard as a very desirable circumstance. It may also be
necessary to observe that, after some difficulty and much
discussion, the farmer consented to waive his claim to a
deduction in consequenoe of the ground occupied by the
cantonment at Rewarree. In conformity to the orders of

Government, communicated in your despatch of the 25th’

September 1807 to my address, the farmer was allowed an
annual deduction of Rs, 2,792 on this account, and he
endeavoured to obtain a similar indulgence in settling the
jumma of the current year. At length, however, he admitted
the unreasonableness of expecting a permanent deduction from
a cause which could only occasion temporary loss, since the
cultivation which he described as annihilated could, properly
speaking, be only considered as transferred from one part of
his farm to another.

8. It was much my wish previously to concluding the
settlement to have modified the rates of the sayer branch.
The same considerations, however, which deterred me from
introducing a village settlement induced me to postpone for
the present any alleviation on the sayer.

4. I have only to add that, from the information which
I have obtained respecting the interior of the district and its
resources, I think it probable that the introduction of the
village settlement will be attended with little difficulty.

Scttlement of
the district
of Rewdri.
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Settlement of 10Q. Eztract (para.4) from the Proceedings of the Right Honor-
:’,‘;"ﬁ‘e‘:’&;‘;t able the Governor-Qeneral in Council, in the Revenue
Department, under date the 218t November 1808.

TaE Governor-General in Council has been pleased to
confirm the settlement concluded by
Letter f the Resi- . . Q
dent atmlx;lehlif dated you with Rao Tej Sing of the mekals
81st October 1808, specified in your letter, for the current
Juslee year.

_x



CHAPTER III.
—————ee
ESTABLISHMENT OF A GOVERNMENT FARM AT
HISSAR, 1815.

1. Eztract from the Proceedings of His Ezcellency the Right
Honorable the Qovernor-General in Council sn the Military
Department,—No. 503, dated the 16th November 1815.

REeAD—
A despatch from the Secretary to the Board of Superin- Establishment
tendence, dated 10th November 1815, of a Govern-
Hissar, 1815.

Extract from a letter from Major Lumsdaine, Supervisor
of the Hurrianah Establishment, dated the 11th
October 1815, addressed to the Board of Superintend-
ence :—

“ At this time I was preparing personally to visit the Hurrianah
to determine on the most eligible spot for the various
purposes of the institution and to lay down the necessary
plans for stabling, &o., &c.

“ Having returned a fow dsys ago from this tour, I have the
honor of addressing you for the information of the Board.

#The town of Hissar, once celebrated for its opulence and
grandeur, is si’tusted about 13 miles due west of Hansee.

“ Here is the finest grass throughout Hurrianah, and especially
that called unjans, which produces a seed on which the
natives subsist in a great degree. This grows in the most
luxuriant abundance between Hissar and a town called
Agrowah, distant about 18 miles. At Agrowah we have
a detachment of Cavalry permanently stationed. The soil
around Hissar is favorable to cultivation, and very good

8
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crops of mote, bajra and jowar were on the ground. Cultiva-
tion is, however, very partial, the sole occupation of the
inhabitants being that of pasturage. The riches of the
country consist in large herds of cattle. The inhabitants
manufacture ghee, which they export in every direction,
particularly, however, to the Western States, which is of
the highest importance to my future plans.

“The inhabitants are very few in number (about 400), and
many of the villages around are deserted. This circumstance
bas tended to aid my operations by yielding a free selection
of ground for every purpose of the e.tablishment. The
natives are almost entirely Mossulmans styled Ran Ghurs,
originally Rajpoots, who were converted to Mossulmanism.

“They seemed rejoiced at the prospect of protection now held
out to them, and the principal families in Hissar entreated
my permission to re-occupy their deserted villages around,
which I immediately granted.

“The ancient city of Hissar is entirely in ruins, and the
present inhabitants occupy the interior of the Fort. They,
however, expressed their willingness to re-occupy the city,
which could easily be cleared, and the Board will be happy to
learn that makajuns and bankers from Bikaneer, Raj Gurh,
Betindah, Bangeree and other places met me at Hissar and
earnestly begged permission to settle in the town. I have
little doubt that it will daily increase in importance, and
we may indulge a hope of its again becoming an emporium
for trade to and from the westward.

“The importance of its positicn relatively to our purchases of
horses for the remount of our Dragoons and Cavalry, camels
and bullocks to replace casualties in the establishments,
until the Government studs shall render such no longer
necessary in the two latter branches, will at first sight be
manifest to the Board. I calculate on bringing down the
old Northern Horse (sic) by the direct road from Moultan
through Bikaneer to Hissar without touching on any of
the Seikh States, the exactions and dishomesty of whose
Chiefs have been a main cause in putting a stop to the trade
in horses.

“ The immediate vicinity of Hissar to Betindah and the Luckey
Jungul will also, I trust, ensure me a choice of its produce.
I should even hope that many of the breeders will bring
their stock and settle under my protection around Hissar,
where they will no Jonger be subject to the plunder of the
Seikhs. The Board is probably aware that our finest breed



1L ]

GOVERNMENT FARM, HISSAR, 1515. 69

of camels comes from Bikaneer; the existing prices will
no doubt be materially reduced from purchases being made so
near to the fountain-head.

« Hissar therefore seemed to me to be peculiarly recommended by

its geographical position; by its ancient celebrity, and our
knowledge that amongst the natives of India as much regard
is paid to such as to their ancient customs; by its fertility
even beyond that of any other part of Hurrianah, and by
the concurring testimonies of all resident authorities that
epidemical disorders are unknown there; by the actual
appearance of its cattle, which are very fine indeed; by the
numerous large pucka wells in and around the place, the
water of which is excellent, and all of which can be opened
at a very trifling expemse (those required by me being
already nearly finished); and not least by its strength. On
this head I shall beg permission to trouble the Board, as
it formed a subject of discussion, I believe, previous to
determining on the present institution and as no person
has heretofore reported on it.

“The Fort of Hissar, which was built by Feroze Shah, was

oiiginally of stone ; its foundation and a great part of the
wall is still so, and where such had fallen to decay it has
generally been repaired by bricks.

“In a short time hence the entire wall will be in a state of

perfect repair. The walls are from 30 to 40 feet high,
and the repairs required are inconsiderable. I propose that
horse merchants and others should gradually defray the
expense, and am aware that they will willingly agree to do
so. In four months I expect to see the whole completed.

“The circumference of the Fort is about 6,400 feet; its shape

an irregular hexagon, having three gates, viz., on the
eastern and western faces, and on the northern side a citadel
built by a chieftain named Mahummud Ameen Cawn, and
formed by cutting off a part of the original fort. This is
the highest rart of the fort and commands the whole
completely. I have ordered it to be thoroughly repaired, the
bastions to be cut down and prepared for the reception
of cannon, and a good ditch to be dug round it. The
expense will be trifling, the walls being now extremely
good and materials being in superabundance on the spot.

“ When finished I shall consider this place to be impregnable

against any native force, and 150 men could garrison it.

“ At about 1,600 yards from it I have laid the foundation of the

stabling. With the view of giving absolute and permanent

Establishment
of a Govern-
ment Farmn at
Hissar, 1815.



Establishment
of a Govern-
ment Farm at
Hissar, 1815.

60

RECORDS OF THE DELHI RESIDENCY. [ CHar.

security to the whole, I have erected the stabling in the form
of an oblong square, with bastions at the extremities and a
good ditch all round.

#The buildings are of pucka masonry, bricks being found ready-
made close at hand. The stabling will be flat-roofed and the
outer walls raised above the roofings so as to have a good
parapet wall of pucka brick all round. The bastions will be
made to carry one gun cach, and this work will in itself be
perfectly secure against all the Cavalry in India: it is
moreover commanded by the Fort.

“The square is so wide as to admit of very fine paddocks for
young cattle inside. The extent of ground will be about 600
yards in length by 140 in breadth.

“Qutside the wall I have ordered extemsive paddocks to be
prepared for exercising the cattle and for cultivating all sorts
of grain and grasses which are likely to be useful for the
general purposes of the farm.

“On the northern side commences the famous grazing ground
already alluded to in the direction of Agrowah. All the grass
in this direction has been preserved by my order, and my
people are now cutting it; when cut, it will be gradually

removed into the interior of the Fort and formed into large
stacks.

4 A stack equal to 12 momths’ consumption will be constantly
kept here ; other stacks will also be kept for the convenience
of horse merchants.

¢ By these arrangements, all of which are in considerable forward.
ness, I am sanguine that the Board will agree in the absolute
security of the stud establishment, and of its success there
are decidedly the very best grounds to be sanguinme. In
regard to the Ordnance cattle branch, I have the pleasure to
say that I have purchased nearly ome-half of the stock
required of the very first description, many being of the real
8indee breed and the cross-breeds of the Nagore bulls upon
the Sindee and Hurrianah cow, which give the finest produce
I ever beheld, showing bone, muscular strength, height and
lightness of shoulder beyond any description of bullocks I
have seen. This cross I sghall endeavour to introduce
throughout the whole of the Ordnance branch of the service.

“ have heard of the arrival of some Ungowlee cows at Patna,
and immed:ately directed the Commissariat Officer to forward

them to me, having understood, when at head-quarters, that
they were interded for me,
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%] have only to add on the sifuation of my establishments that Establishment
the stabling is built due east of Hissar, between it and :):eztGI‘?a":;n;t
Hanseo, with our posts of Agrowah, Toorshaum, Futteabad Jjesqr, 1815.
and Balsamand on its flanks. I am hence at a loss to
oonsider by what means greater security could have been

obtained in any part of our territories.”

Extract from a letter addressed to the Secretary to the
Board of Superintendence by the Secretary to Govern-
ment in the Military Department,—dated the 14th
November 1815 :—

“ Para. 1.—1 am directed by His Excellency the Right Honor-
able the Governor-General in Council to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter under date the 10th instant, giving
cover to a copy of a despatch from Major Lumsdaine, Super-
visor of the Hurrianah Establishment, on the different
subjects contained in which the Board of Superintendence
are desirous of being made acquainted with the decision and
orders of Government.

“2nd.—Higsar, from its relative position, from the excellent
quality of the grass which it is represented to produce in
abundance, from the extent of grazing ground in its
immediate vicinity, and lastly from the security which will
be afforded to the whole establishment by its proximity to
the ancient fort, which it appears from Major Lumsdaine’s
statement can be repaired at a trifling expense, appears to
the Right Honorable the Governor-General in Council to
recommend itself as the most appropriate position for the
establishment of the proposed farm in the district of Hur-
rianah, and from the great advantages which it is represented
to possess, to afford the best promise of complete success to
the undertaking. His Lordship in Council therefore can
have no hesitation in giving his entire concurrence to Major
Lumsdaine’s judicions selection of this spot for the future
depét for the Hurrianah establishment under his supervision.

% 3rd.—Independently of the immediate advantages expected to
be derived from the establishment of a Government farm for
cattle at Hissar, His Excellency in Council contemplates with
no less degree of satisfaction the fair prospect which will be
opened for this once celebrated town becoming at no very
distant period, under the influence and protection of the
British authority and the liberal encouragement which will
be afforded to merchants and others resorting to it, & place of
considerable traffic.
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“4th.—The measures which are in prégress under the superin-
tendence of Major Lumsdaine for the repair of the Fort of
Hissar, to the extent and in the manner described in his
letter, are approved by His Lordship in Council. The
position selected for the stabling and the plan on which it is
proposed to be constructed do credit to the judgment of that
officer.

“5th.—~The Governor-General in Council requests that Major
Lumsdaine may be called upon to furnish, for the informa-
tion and eventual sanction of Government, an estimate of
the probable expense which will be incurred in the repair of
the Fort of Hissar, in the construction of the proposed
stabling, and in the preparation of the several paddocks to
which he adverts.

* 6th.— His Lordship in Council also requests that Major Lums-
daine may be desired to state in detail for the consideration
of Government the arrangement he appears to have in
contemplation, by which the expense of the repairs of the
Fort will be gradually defrayed by the horse merchants and
others, and the grounds on which he is led to suppose they
would willingly assent to do so.”

OrpERED that the foregoing extracts from a correspond-
ence on the subject of the establishment of a Government
Farm at Hissar for rearing Ordnance cattle, camels for the
public service and stallions for the general purposes of the
stud, under the supervision of Major Lumsdaine, the Deputy
Commissary-General, be recorded for information in the
Revenue Department, and for any orders which may be
deemed necessary.

2. From W. H. Trant, Esquire, Acting Secretary to Government,
Fort William, to the Resident at Delhi,—dated Iort
William, the 22nd December 1815.

I ax directed by the Right Honorable the Governor-
General in Council to transmit to you the accompanying
extract from the Proceedings of Government in the Military
Department, and to request that you will take such measures,
in concert with Major Lumsdaine, as may be necessary for the
purpose of obtaining the land required for the Government
Farm at Hissar,




CHAPTER 1V.
_—
DESPATCH OF STALLIONS AND MARES FROM PUSA
TO THE HISSAR FARM AND PROPOSED GRANTS
OF LAND TO ENCOURAGE HORSE-BREEDING.

1. ExtrRact ¥RoM THE ProcrepiNgs or His EXCELLENCY THE
RigAT HoN'BLE THR (OVEERNOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL IN THE
MiLiTARY DEPARTMENT UNDER DATE TEHE 29TH DECEMBER
1815.

From Captain Q. H. Qarz, Secretary, Board of Superintendence,
to C. W. Garpingr, Esquire, Secretary to Government,
Military Department,—~No. 633, dated 11th December 1815,

I au directed by the Board of Superintendence to for-
ward to you, for the purpose of being submitted to His
Excellency the Governor-General in Council, the accompanying
copy of a letter from the Superintendent of the Stud, dated the
80th ultimo, and to acquaint you, for the information of His
Lordship, that with reference to the 5th and 8th paragraphs
of the Superintendent’s letter they have directed him to send
orders for despatching without delay the 38 stallions and 50
mares intended for Hissar under charge of Inspector Gimson,
that advantage may be taken of the present favorable season of
the year which is already far advanced. The Board trust
this measure will be approved by His Lordship in Council.

2. With respect to the 12th paragraph relative to the
donation of land to individuals for the purpose therein specified,
the Board are desirous of further information from Major
Lumsdaine, to whom copy of the Superintendent’s letter will
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be transmitted with the desire of the Board that he will
ascertain and report upon the practicability of carrying the
proposed measure into immediate effect, or within what period
it may be effected should local circumstances not allow of its
being adopted in this early stage of the Hurrianah institution.

8. The Board direct me to request you will submit their
recommendation to His Lordship in Council that a copy of
Mr. Moorcroft’s letter be transmitted to the Resident at Delhi
with the Board’s opinion thereon, in order to ascertain from
that gentleman how far the Superintendent’s plan of giving a
portion of land to any person who may bring a good mare for
breeding is feasible, and free from objections in relation to
the present state of the Hurrianah country and to revenue
considerations.

4. The Board beg leave to call the attention of His
Lordship in Council to the 13th and 14th paragraphs. It
appears to be a desirable object to encourage the emigration
of the Bhuttee and Pathan as well as other horse-breeders
into our Province, whose settlement in the breeding districts
would not fail to be highly advantageous to the general
management of the institution.

2. From W. Moorcrorr, Esquire, Superintendent, Honorable
Company’s Stud, Calcutta, to Captain G. H. Garz, Secre-
tary to the Board of Superintendence,—dated Calcutta,
30th November 1815,

THE number of the best breed and most valuable mares at
the stud, consisting of English and Arabians and of those
proceeding from a mixture of English and of Arabian stock,
amounts to between 80 and 90.

2. It might be unwise to risk the safety of mares of such
considerable value by giving them to farmers, at least until by
active supervision they shall have been brought into habits
of regular care and attention to the animals in their charge.

8. And it might perhaps be not altogether prudent to
send the whole of these mares to a mew country until its
healthiness and cheapness shall have been thoroughly ascer-
tained by actual trial.
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4. But in strict accordance with desirable experiment in a
country reported favorable as with the orders of the Govern-
ment (sic), it may be submitted that a portion of them be
despatched to Major Lumsdaine and a smaller portion be
retained at Poosah to be worked against each other in respect
to productiveness, to healthiness and to cheapness.

5. I therefore submit that fifty of the above mares with
three good stallions be forwarded to Hissar, and the remainder
of the said number with two stallions be retained at Poosah for
their use and that of the mares of the public which may
be sent to them.

6. If after a given period, say two years, it shall appear
that the number of foals reared at Hissar be greater, the
expense of their maintenance less and their quality better
and more healthy than those produced by an equal number
of parent stock of equal quality employed at Poosah, it
would then be justifiable and advisable to remove the whole of
the brood-mares to Hissar should it be deemed proper to retain
the form of a home stud.

7. But that this experiment be fairly made, the stallions
and mares should be fairly and conscientiously selected.

8. If this scheme be approved, I request to be favored
with the sanction of the Board to make the selection and
arrangement for forwarding the portion of animals appropriat-
ed to Hissar as speedily as practicable under the care of
Inspector Gimson, now at Hajeepore and delegated by Major
Lumsdaine for that purpose.

9. Major Lumsdaine is anxious to have some mares again
out on the new zumeendaree plan in Hurrianah, Elsewhere has
been shown the expediency of fully completing one system in
one country, already tried and approved, before the experiment
be extended to another untried, our present stock of mares
being wholly inadequate to furnish both with material and
scanty even for one district; and adverting to the locality
of Hurrianah as a border, the dexterities of the Bhuttees as

thieves and the as yet unassured confidence in the peasantry,
9
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T should regard the measure of giving out mares upon the
adoption of that system as of doubtful, and indeed of hazardous,
policy at present.

10 and 11. But, as the zeal of Major Lumsdaine ought to
experience every safe encouragement practicable in meeting the
asserted disposition of the peasantry and in promoting the
general cause, I would submit the substitution of another
plan contemplated in 1811-12 in regard to that country
and accompanied by little outlay and perhaps exhibiting a
greater prospect of permanency.

12. This consists in giving a certain portion of land to
every individual, whether stranger or inbabitant, who shall
bring a mare for breeding approved by Major Lumsdaine,
shall enter into the zumeendaree contract, and engage that
when his mare shall die another befitting the purpose shall
be substituted at his own cost, the constant appropriation
of one approved mare to the terms of the contract forming
the condition by which he shall hold possession of his land
instead of money, rent or other kind of service.

13. The small price reported to be given to Bhuttee,
Pathan and other horse-breeders’ living under the Sikh
dominion for their foals leads to a belief that if the terms were
industriously notified and diffused, many of this description
would gladly come in and settle under British protection.

14. If the scheme proves successful, the Government will
incur scarcely any other expense by it than an occasional
supply of stallions, which, if purchased, as submitted in my
letter of January 1815, from the repositories of London, will
average probably not more than from £ 50 to £ 60 per head
delivered in Calcutta: at all events if it be reported by
Major Lumsdaine that there are mares of a tolerably good
kind in the neighbourhood, that the native stallions are
indifferent and the farmers disposed to put their mares to the
Government stallions, it will be proper to place one or two
horses at his disposal, besides those mentioned for this purpose,
out of the number which may be disposable after the wants
of the middle zumeendaree districts be completed.
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3. From 0. W. GuarbnEn, Esquire, Secretary to Government,
Fort William, to Captain G. H. Quir, Secretary to
the Board of Superintendence,—No. 634, dated Council
Ohkamber, 29th of December 1815.

I ax directed by His Excellency the Right Honorable
the Governor-General in Council to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter under date the 11th instant, with its enclosures,
from the Superintendent of the Honorable Company’s Stud,
and in reply to acquaint you that His Lordship in Council
entirely approves the orders which the Board of Superintend-
ence have issued for despatching without delay, under the
charge of Inspector Gimson, the three stallions and fifty mares
intended for Hissar.

2. A communication to the effect suggested by the
Board of Superintendence will be made to the Resident at

Delhi from the Territorial Department.

8. The Governor-General in Council has directed me to
observe that the plan of assigning land must first be deter-
mined on in communication with the Resident at Delhi,
before the question submitted in the concluding paragraph of
your letter can be taken into consideration, it being the
promulgation of that plan which Mr. Moorcroft recommends
for the purpose of encouraging the Bhuttee and Pathan as well
as other horse-breeders to settle in our provinces.

Orperep that a copy of the foregoing correspondence
be transmitted to the Territorial Department, whence the
Resident at Delhi will be called upon to state his sentiments
whether the plan suggested by the Superintendent of the
Honorable Company’s Stud, of giving a portion of land to
any person who may bring a good mare for breeding, is feasible
and free from objections with reference to the present state
of the district of Hurrianah and to considerations of a

financial nature.
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4. From W. H. Trant, Esquire, Acting Secretary to Govern-
ment, Fort William, to the Resident at Delhi,—dated
Council Chamber, 19th January 1816.

I ax directed by the Right Honorable the Governor-
General in Council to transmit to you the accompanying copy
of an extract from the Proceedings of Government in the
Military Department under date the 29th ultimo, and to
request that you will state your sentiments on the plan
suggested by the Superintendent of the Honorable Company’s
Stud for giving a portion of land in the district of Hurrianah
to any person who shall bring a good mare for breeding.

5. From C. T. Mercarre, Esquire, Resident at Delhi, to W.
H, Trant, Esquire, Acting Secretary to Government,
Territorial Department, Fort William,—dated Delks, 10th
February 1816.

I nave had the honor of receiving your despatch of the
19th ultimo, and in reply beg leave to state that I am not
aware of any objection to the plan suzgested by the Superin-
tendent of the Honorable Company’s Stud for giving portions
of land in Hurrianah to persons bringing mares for breeding.

6. Order by Government in the Territorial Department,~dated
1st March 1816.

OrDERED that a copy of the foregoing letter from the
Resident at Delhi be sent to the Military Department in
reply to the reference from that Department under date the
29th December last.




CHAPTER V,

—_—————

REPORT ON THE REVENUE SYSTEM OF THE DELHI
TERRITORY, 1820.

{ Nors.—The marginal headings are printed as shown in the original
manuscript. ]

1. From T. Forrescvr, Esquire, Civil Commissioner, Dehlee, to
Horr Macxenzig, Esquire, Secretary to Government in

the Territorsal Department,—dated Fort William, 28th’

April 1820.

I BAVE now the honor to acknowledge your letter of the
2nd April 1819, and enclosure.
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